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AHS math teacher Nikali Benkert discusses a concept with students (from left) James Karl-Morin, Alex 
Petersen, Alec Ardolino, and Geoff Circosta in his geometry honors class. 


Charity honors AHS math teacher 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


efore the sun rises and classes begin at Agawam High 
School, students often make their way to Nikali Benkert’s 
classroom. 
Benkert arrives at school each morning at around 6 a.m. from 
his East Longmeadow home- and stays late three to four days a 


challenging — and I have set high standards for students in my 
classes,” he said. ““To help them achieve success I try to make 
myself as available as possible.” 

That’s just one way Benkert strives to connect with his stu- 
dents. This dedication is one of the reasons he received a 2012 
Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) Local Hero Award. 
Benkert was among four Western Massachusetts teachers and six 
Connecticut teachers recognized recently by the RMHC of Con- 


week — to work with students who need extra help. 


“T try to make all of the math courses I teach rigorous and 


necticut and Western Massachusetts. 


Please see HERO, page 6 
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Repair or 
renovate? 


Residents debate School 
Street Barn plans 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM — Is a barn just a barn? Not if 
it’s the 130-year-old red barn on the grounds 
of School Street Park. 

“The barn is a tremendous asset. It’s one 
of the sole reminders of Agawam’s extremely 
strong agriculture heritage. We want it to 
be standing for another 130 years,’ Debo- 
rah Dachos, the town’s director of planning 
and community development, told a group 
of about 40 people gathered in the Agawam 
Senior Center for a “visioneering” session on 
possible future uses for the historic barn. 

Dachos and William Crosskey of Crosskey 
Architects in Hartford, Conn., a historic pres- 
ervation consultant who has been working on 
plans for restoring the barn, discussed pre- 
liminary proposals for the structure — includ- 
ing three- or four-season use — at the Dec. 12 
session. The meeting was held to solicit input 
and gather suggestions about how to utilize 
the town-owned barn. 

Crosskey presented renderings, floor plans, 
cost estimates — and even had a scale model 
of the barn — to help residents at the meeting 
visualize how the 1800s-era structure could 
look after being restored and modernized for 
public use. The barn was part of the Hamp- 
den County Jail prison farm from the 1940s 
until the 1980s. 

In 2008, the School Street Barn Advisory 
Committee recommended that the barn be re- 
stored and opened to the public. Dachos said 
the goal is to preserve the barn, renovate it, 
and eventually make it a multi-purpose struc- 
ture for the town or rent it for a whole host of 
activities — from weddings to farmer’s mar- 

Please see BARN, page 9 


——— A look ahead at 2013 ——Y_ 
Cohen looks for growth, 
stability in New Year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM — While maintaining a rea- 
sonable tax rate and all services currently 
in place, Mayor Richard A. Cohen also has 
a lot of ambitions for moving Agawam for- 
ward in 2013. 

Building economic development is one 
of the most important parts of his agenda in 
2013. In 2011, Cohen said he participated in 
14 ribbon cuttings for new local businesses. 
In 2012, that number grew to 17 new busi- 
nesses. 


* Refill up to 5 gts. Kendall 
GT-1 High Performance 
Synthetic blend motor oil 
with Liquid Titanium 
* Install new filter 
* Lubricate chassis (if applicable) 


Offer Expires 1/31/ 2013 
Not to be combined with any other sale offers. 


6°9 


Add $2.75 for Oil 


— 


“No interest if paid in full within 6 months 


Raion ¢ 

Request 

| Most Cars 

Filter Disposal Fee. Offer Expires 
1 


/31/ 2013 

Not to be combined with any other sale offers. 

+ $249 minimum purchase required. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase 
date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late payment. 


The influx in new businesses was fitting 
as Agawam’s Small Business Assistance 
Center celebrated its 10-year anniversary in 
December. 

Wendy’s also opened their doors on Dec. 
21 after nearly two years of interference 
from a land court appeal by neighboring 
Phipps Liquor. 

In 2013, Cohen said he is hoping to see 
more new growth, specifically that the for- 
mer Foodmart on Springfield Street is occu- 
pied with businesses. He is also looking to 
see something done with the former Games 


Please see COHEN, page 8 
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Schools to launch 
education reforms in 2013 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


gawam schools will implement two 
education reform requirements in 2013 
aimed at improving student achievement. 
Students will shift to a revised curriculum 
for English language arts (ELA)/literacy, 
mathematics, and science in September 
while educators will start using a new evalu- 
ation system tied to student performance. 
Agawam Superintendent William Sapelli 
and Assistant Superintendent Allison LeClair 
discussed the impact — and benefits - of these 


336 Russell Street 327 King Street 
413-586-0480 


STORE HOURS: Mon - Fri 7 :00 - 7:00 
Sat. 7:00 - 6:00 Sun 9:00 - 5:00 


two major unfunded state mandates. 

Raising the Student Learning Bar 

States applying for federal Race to the Top 
(RTTT) funds in 2010 — including Massachu- 
setts — had to adopt a set of strong national aca- 
demic standards, known as the Common Core 
standards. However, when Massachusetts ad- 
opted the national standards, it also augmented 
them with its own set of standards. 

Please see REFORMS, page 3 
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City Council meeting agenda 


Roberta G. Doering School 
68 Main St. 
Jan. 7,7 p.m. 


1. Roll Call 

2. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

3. Citizen’s Speak Time 

4. Minutes 

(a) Regular Council Meeting — Dec. 17, 
2012 

5. Declaration from Council President 

6. Presentation of Petitions, Memorials & 
Remonstrances 

1. TR-2012-57 - A Resolution confirm- 
ing the reappointment of Dean Godek, 24 
Cedar Knoll Drive, Feeding Hills, MA to the 
Agawam Municipal Golf Commission for a 
term expiring on Dec. 31, 2015 (Mayor) 

2. TR-2012-58 - A Resolution opposing 
legislation allowing for 9C state cuts to lo- 
cal aid (Referred to Legislative Committee) 
(Councilor Bitzas) 

3. TR-2012-59 - A Resolution confirm- 
ing the reappointment of Anthony Pioggia 
If, 20 Sharon Lane, Feeding Hills, MA 
01030 to the Agawam Municipal Golf Com- 
mission for a term expiring on Dec. 31, 2015 
(Mayor) 

4. TR-2012-60 - A Resolution authoriz- 
ing the Community Preservation Committee 
to spend $23,992.79 for the Borgatti Field 
renovations (Referred to Finance Commit- 
tee) (CPA Committee) 

5. TR-2012-61 - A Resolution accepting 
a grant from the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation pursuant to Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53A for the 
Agawam Department of Public Works (Re- 
ferred to Finance Committee) (Mayor) 

6. TR-2012-62 -A Resolution amending 
TR-2008-48 as amended by TR-2010-05 to 
authorize the use of funds for a Septic Im- 
provement Loan Program (Mayor) 

7. TR-2012-64 - A_ Resolution re-au- 
thorizing the application and acceptance of 
a grant from the Commonwealth of Mas- 


sachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs for the construction 
of School Street Park, School Street/ River 
Road, Agawam, MA (Referred to Finance 
Committee) (Mayor) 

7. Report of Council Committees 

8. Elections 

1. TE-2013-1- Election of auditor (Coun- 
cil). 

2. TE-2013-2- Election of administrative 
assistant (Council) 

3. TE-2013-3 = - Election of a member of 
the Zoning Board of Appeals to a term expir- 
ing Jan. 1, 2013 (Council). 

9. Public Hearings 

1. PH-2013-1 (TR-2012-63)- A Resolu- 
tion authorizing the application and accep- 
tance of a Massachusetts Community Devel- 
opment Block Grant - public hearing set for 
Jan. 22, 2013 (Mayor) 

10. Old Business 

1. TO-2012-58 - An order granting or 
renewing a license for an automatic amuse- 
ment device(s) — The Quest Inc. d/b/a Mi- 
chael Anthony’s, 1251 River Road, Agawam, 
MA (Referred to administrative committee) 
(Clerk) 

2. TO-2012-59 - An order granting or 
renewing a license for an automatic amuse- 
ment device(s) — Ray-Mor Inc d/b/a The EI- 
bow, 386 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam, MA (Re- 
ferred to administrative committee) (Clerk) 

3. TO-2012-60 - An order granting or 
renewing a license for a Class 2 dealer(s) 
— Ace Auto Body — Sales, 1363 Main St., 
Agawam, MA (Referred to administrative 
committee) (Clerk) 

4. TO-2012-62 - Transfer from the Re- 
serve Fund #16605-57300 in the amount 
of $14,277.70 to the Police Dept Equip 
Replace, Repair, Maint #12102-52030 (Re- 
ferred to Finance Committee) (Mayor) 

11. New Business: Unavailable at press 
time. 

12. Any other matter that may legally 
come before the City Council. 

Adjournment 


CURVES COMPLETE: 


THE WHOLE SOLUTION THAT MAKES 
BURNING FAT EASY AS 1, 2, 


The Curves 30-minute 
Circuit, where millions 
of women supercharge 
fat loss. 


EXERCISE MEAL PLAN 

? New, customizable 
meal plans that 
show you how to 
cook in or eat out. 


Get exercise, meal plan 


Your Curves Certified 
Coach who reviews 
your success and plans 
for more, every week. 


for just $12.95 a week. 


CALL OR VISIT TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE 
NO OBLIGATION APPOINTMENT. 


16 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413.786.0909 


Cues § 


a, 


J Burns more fat than diet alone 
/ Increases metabolism 
Protects muscle and bone density 


J Scientifically tested 


*Price reflects minimum 6 month commitment, billed monthly, only at participating locations. 
© 2013 Curves International, Inc. 


January 3, 2013 


WHERE IS IT? 


Each week Agawam Advertiser News will feature a photo of a local building, item, 
sign, place or landmark and ask readers to pick their brains to figure out where it is 
or even what it is. Check here each week to test your knowledge of the area where 
we live and work. The photo will be from either Agawam or Feeding Hills, but we’ ll 
always give you a hint or two. 

The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will run in next week’s edition along 
with the name of the first person to submit a correct answer and a new trivia photo 
for you to consider. 

E-mail answers or future Where Is It? suggestions to editor Jennifer Wroblewski 
at jwroblewski @turley.com. 
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When you’re in need of something sparkling 
or dazzling...you might stop by here. Tell us, 
do you know where it is? 


Last week’s photo: Correctly guessing the 
American Legion Club Post 185 on Spring- 
field Street was Marvin Howard of Agawam. 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
Kevin Rhodes, Music Director 


Scheherazade 


Saturday, January 12 at 7:30pm 


Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite 
Zwilich’s Rituals for 5 Percussionists & Orchestra 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade 


Tickets available at 


413-733-2291 or 
SpringfieldSymphony. org 


Starting at $22 


Youths 4 to 17 
half price 
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Christmas tree 
collection schedule 


AGAWAM - The Department of Public Works has an- 
nounced that Republic Services will again provide a courtesy 
collection of Christmas trees, which may not be on the same 
day trash service is scheduled. Tree collection is as follows: 

Routes | and 5 — Monday, Jan. 7; Routes 2 and 6 — Tues- 
day, Jan. 8; Routes 3 and 4 — Wednesday, Jan. 9; Routes 7 
and 8 — Thursday, Jan. 10. 

Christmas trees seven feet or larger must be cut in half and 
placed on the tree belt no earlier than 7 a.m. of the collection 
day listed above. Trees in plastic bags will not be collected. 

It is not the responsibility of the hauler to dig out trees 
buried in the snow due to plowing or excessive snowfall. 
The regular trash truck will not collect trees; a separate truck 
will be running the collection on the dates above. To dispose 
trees prior to or after the scheduled collection day, yard waste 
passes for Bondi’s Island Landfill are available at the Depart- 
ment of Public Works Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 


Foxwoods trip to 
benefit local nurse 


A “ Family and Friends Casino / Bingo Bus Trip” 
fundraiser to Foxwoods Resort and Casino, is sched- 
uled for Tuesday, Jan. 29 with a portion of every 
ticket sold to benefit Lisa Doiron, a registered nurse 
at Heritage Hall West, who 1s battling cancer. 


Tickets are $25 per person and include roundtrip 
transportation, a free buffet or $15 food credit, a $15 
casino play credit and a day of fun with friends. 

Raffle tickets for a $50 gift certificate and gift bas- 
kets will be available on board the bus. 

The bus will depart from Heritage Hall West at 8 
a.m. and will leave the casino for the return trip at 3 
p.m. 

For reservations, call 273-3864. Payment is due 
Jan. 15 to reserve a seat. 


Agawam Rotary to 
meet Jan. 9 


The Agawam Rotary Club will meet Wednesday, Jan. 
9 at 12:15 p.m. at Storrowton Tavern for lunch. As Rotar- 
ians, they sponsor local scholarships and charities and raise 
money for local, national, and international service projects, 
including the worldwide elimination of polio and providing 
clean drinking water. For more information on Rotary Inter- 
national, visit rotary.org. 
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Schools to launch education reforms 


REFORMS, from page 1 


Local districts like Agawam then had to revamp their 
curriculum to align with the standards. Sapelli said this 
will mean higher performance expectations for students 
so they have skills needed for success in college and in 
careers. LeClair said the curriculum and standards “raise 
the bar” on student learning from pre-K to grade 12. 

Designed to better prepare students to compete and 
succeed in a global economy, the new academic standards 
incorporate a number of high level, rigorous and complex 
knowledge skills students must master by high school 
graduation. 

“The focus is on strong academic standards starting at 
the early grade levels and extending all the way through 
high school,’ said Sapelli. 
LeClair added that there have 
been many discussions with 
teachers during the transition 
to the new standards. Among 
other things, teachers have 
made adjustments to grade- 
level assessments and student 
learning benchmarks. 

But new standards alone 
won’t improve student achieve- 
ment. Other resources, includ- 
ing teacher training, to ensure 
skillful instruction of the re- 
vised curriculum - and new 
textbooks, to match the cur- 
riculum, were needed. 

LeClair said teams of Agawam teachers have spent the 
past year — including working over the summer break — to 
develop the new curriculum. “They became our experts 
and are now sharing their knowledge with their Agawam 
colleagues,’ she said. “This in-house training is more 
cost-effective than bringing in outside presenters like 
other districts have done.” 

Budgeting to adapt to the Common Core standards, es- 
pecially with tight school finances, is challenging said Sa- 
pelli. “For example, to get our students college or career 
ready requires updated textbooks — and each textbook 
costs between $70 and $100.” 

In anticipation of this cost, and to avoid a larger bud- 
get increase in the 2012-13 budget, Sapelli used some 
remaining school choice funds in last year’s budget to 
purchase new textbooks. 

LeClair said that the school department has looked at 
several options to find savings in this area including hav- 
ing students access textbook material online and purchas- 
ing only a single textbook per classroom instead of one 
per student. 

However, when compared to the cost of buying text- 
books that can last up to five years there wasn’t a huge 
savings because of the expense of paying annual online 
licensing fees charged by textbook companies. 

“We need to stay up-to-date with our textbooks, so this 


“Our biggest challenge is 
money. We can formulate a 
plan working with the state 
on how to best implement 
the standards, but it costs 


money that the state doesn’t 
supply us with.” 


- Agawam Superintendent 
William Sapelli 


will be a recurring budgetary impact,” added LeClair. 

Sapelli said RTTT grant money that runs out next year 
alleviated some expenses to implement the standards. 
“But with shrinking budgets, it’s tough. We have to be 
very creative,” he said. “Our biggest challenge is money. 
We can formulate a plan working with the state on how to 
best implement the standards, but it costs money that the 
state doesn’t supply us with.” 

Educator evaluation system 

Another reform measure that starts in 2013 is a rede- 
signed evaluation system — with a more “explicit focus” 
on student learning — that applies to all teachers, princi- 
pals, superintendents, and other staff who require a state- 
issued license. 

The comprehensive evaluation system includes student 
learning goals — driven by the needs 
of students — and professional prac- 
tice goals — driven by standards of 
effective teaching or administrative 
leadership practice. 

While the new system assigns rat- 
ings of an educator’s impact on stu- 
dent learning gains, educators will be 
more active participants in shaping 
their professional growth and devel- 
opment. 

A more collaborative, 
constructive process 

Sapelli and LeClair said engag- 
ing educators in their evaluation is 
a significant change, and makes the 
process more collaborative and constructive. “It’s not 
something that’s being done to them, but with them,” said 
LeClair. She added that it’s also a valuable opportunity 
for educators to validate their goals for implementing new 
practices and improving student achievement. 

“The whole purpose of this evaluation system is to 
make educators better,’ said Sapelli, who compared the 
new evaluation system for teachers to the MCAS assess- 
ments for students. 

“Teachers will now need to have evidence of how they 
are delivering instruction and covering material in class- 
rooms so they can show how students are gaining knowI- 
edge from their teaching,’ he added. 

LeClair said the evaluation system will promote and 
challenge teachers by emphasizing continuous improve- 
ment. “The goal is to focus on an area where they would 
like to get better at and work on it all year.” 

The new evaluation system will be phased in over a 
two-year period. Fifty percent of Agawam educators will 
be evaluated under the new system this year and the other 
half next year. However, at least two years of student per- 
formance data will be required once the system is fully 
implemented before educators’ impact on student learn- 
ing outcomes can be rated. 


Dr. Sharon MacMillan 
Presents the 3rd in a series of 
Community Education sessions 


Gynecology 101 


Tuesday January 15th, 6-7PM 


A fun and informal informational session for 14-22 year olds 
making the transition from pediatrics to gynecology care. 


Please join us in our office suite for pizza, soda and laughter 
while we discuss everything from periods to pap smears, 
birth control options, and what to expect at your first visit!! 


Sharon MacMillan, MD, FACOG : 
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Opinion 
Consider the 
possibilities! 


he New Year is upon us and although 

many people don’t make New Year’s 
resolutions because they have found they 
never keep them, the month still gives us 
time to pause to think about our life and how 
we want to live it. 

Years ago, when women went into the 
workforce in droves, they quickly found that 
it was impossible to create “quality time” 
with their children on demand; that instead 
the best moments they spent were often un- 
planned. 

Many people in today’s workforce are 
putting in more time at the office than they 
did in the past, due to downsizing and result- 
ing increases in responsibility. Still others 
want to forge ahead in their careers and are 
intent on making a mark and becoming no- 
ticed within their company so they can rise 
through the ranks at a rapid pace. 

But in order to lead a happy, fulfilling life, 
our activities need to be balanced. Think of 
your day as a clock. Every hour shouldn’t 
be filled with work -- instead there should 
be time for play, time for getting together 
with friends and family members, time for 
relaxing and time for you that is yours alone. 
Even a half hour spent reading a book and 
sipping a cup of tea can make a difference 
and it doesn’t cost anything — except of 
course, time. 

But if we want to avoid burning out and 
want this year to be better than last, we need 
to allow ourselves time to figure out what 
we need to do to feel content and satisfied. 
For some, that means working as a volunteer 
for a non-profit organization, which can of- 
fer real rewards. For others, it’s establishing 
a pattern of exercise, whether that is going 
for a walk every night or morning or joining 
a gym. We know of one senior who loves 
her daily walk and never, ever forgoes it. 
When the weather is freezing cold or the 
streets are filled with ice or snow, she spends 
an hour walking back and forth within her 
small house. That may not sound appealing 
to some, but the benefits of exercise go far 
beyond the body, and also affect the mind 
and spirit. 
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If you belong to a church, please take the 
time to go at least once a week. For those 
who believe in God, the strength, comfort 
and camaraderie they can find there, is 
something that money just can’t buy. 

We all have been given special gifts and 
we all have needs. Some people need time 
alone every day, while others thrive on com- 
pany. 

But most of us don’t treat ourselves as well 
as we do our vehicles. When a red light goes 
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on in our car, we take it seriously. But we 
feel stressed, overwhelmed and exhausted, 
many of us just keep slugging along, hoping 
we won’t have a breakdown on the way. 

So even if you never make a New Year’s 
resolution, we truly hope that the New Year 
will be filled with wealth, health, joy, love 
and prosperity for all, and that our readers 
as well as their friends and family members 
consider the possibilities of how they might 
feel if they took better care of themselves. 


Letters to the Editor 


AGT (ROPING THE 
A BALL FROM A HIGHER 
PLACE THIS NEW 


ee it — i _ ath, in. =: = 
a Sa 
a ii 
WANS oar 
ae _ = , 
oy —— ih, , % 


VUveE ©PANLUN [° © www-.davegranlund.com 


our gratitude 


To the editor: 


Teachers deserve 


on Dec. 8. The Agawam Juniors 
would like to thank the following 
Agawam and Feeding Hills hom- 
eowners for allowing guests to view 
their decorated homes - the Gauth- 
ier’s, the McCluskey’s, the Rudd’s, 
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In these times when we are forced 
to reflect the events that affect all 
of us, we don’t take the time to see 
what is truly important. We want to 
express our deepest gratitude and 
thanks to all teachers and teacher 
aides for not only being our chil- 
dren’s teachers, but also their pro- 
tectors. 

Not enough credit is given to you 
for your continued grace, kindness, 
and hard work with our children. 

Again, a truly deep thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 


Andy and Tammy Gentile 
Feeding Hills 


Junior Women 
continue tradition 
of giving 


The GFWC Agawam _ Junior 
Women’s Club presented its sec- 
ond Annual Holiday Homes Tour 


the Lussier’s, the Shibley’s, and the 
Cincotta’s. We are sincerely thank- 
ful to United Bank for generously 
sponsoring this event. 

Because of profits from this fund- 
raiser and others held throughout 
the year, the GFWC Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club was able to donate 
over $6,000 to community and in- 
ternational organizations. 

During the year, the Agawam Ju- 
niors provided scholarships for lo- 
cal graduating high school seniors. 
They also provided needy families 
in town with food and gifts at Christ- 
mas through their Holiday Baskets 
Program and even donated a water 
buffalo through Heifer International. 
These are just a few of the projects 
undertaken and donations made dur- 
ing 2012. 

For more information about the 
Agawam Juniors and all they do, 
please contact Christina at 427- 
8784. New members are welcome. 


Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club 


QUOTES 
OF NOTE 


© 6 My main goal is to keep Agawam on 
a path that helps us maintain stability.9 9 


Agawam Mayor Richard A. Cohen, 
in regards to his plans for town govern- 
ment in 2013. 


6 GI try to make all of the math courses 
I teach rigorous and challenging — and I 
have set high standards for students in 
my classes. To help them achieve suc- 
cess I try to make myself as available 
as possible.9 9 


Nikali Benkert, a teacher at Agawam 
High School who was among four West- 
ern Massachusetts teachers to receive 
the 2012 Ronald McDonald House 
Charities Local Hero Award. 


6 @ He helped me become a better stu- 
dent by giving me and everyone else 
chances to ask questions about concepts 
we don’t understand. 9 9 


Vita Nesen, a student in Nikali Ben- 
kert’s geometry honors class at Aga- 
wam High School. 


¢¢If you spend the $60,000 for the 
needed repairs, it has to be only used for 
storage. It would be a space that no resi- 
dent gets to go into.9 9 


Deborah Dachos, director of plan- 
ning and community development, 
speaking during the visioning session 
for School Street Barn. 


Letters to the Editor must include a name, address, and daytime telephone number for author verification pur- 
poses. We do not publish anonymous letters. All letters are subject to editing for content and space. The deadline is 


Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Please send letters to Agawam Advertiser News, Letters to the Editor, Attn: Teri Machia, 23 
Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 or e-mail aan @turley.com. 
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(): Dec. 20, some former Brownies gath- 
ered to plan a football reunion. This 
column is an attempt to place them in his- 
tory. The first person(s) in each sentence 
was at the gathering. 

Judge William Walsh 
‘37 graduated with Abbie 
Abrams and Lino Schi- 
nelli. 

Vito DePalo *47 gradu- 
ated with George Dacey, 
Violet Haseltine, Helen 
Hastings and Doris Tour- 
ville. Their class president 
was Duane Patch and Mr. 
Alexakos was a faculty 
member. 

Jim O’ Keefe and Andy Anderson, both 
‘54s had Lucia Alfano, Lois Bontempo, 
Marilyn Wilson, Carlo Imelio and Don Mar- 
sian as classmates. Don Marsian was my 
first boss at Wilbraham Academy in 1967 
and claims responsibility for Roger Leclerc 
starting to date Frances Willard back around 
1952. 

Chicky Mitchell and Bob DeGeorge, both 
‘55s, graduated with Jim Crean, Larry Galle- 
rani, Jean Brezinski and Jerome Doolittle. 
Jean Brezinski did her practice teaching in 
1958 with Chick Kistner in room one of 
Agawam Junior High School. Jerome’s dad 
was, naturally, Dr. Doolittle, whose beauti- 
ful brick home was on the banks of the Con- 
necticut River at 1100 River Road. 

Richard White °57 graduated with Paul 
Langlois, Judy Clark and Rosemary Massa. 
Rosemary became Rosemary Stratton, AHS 
English teacher. 

Charlie Clark ‘58 graduated with Turk 
Bruno, Dick Glogowski, Nancy Stebbins 
and my neighbor, Bob Strniste. Just below 
Charlie in the Sachem is Bruce Cobb, “an 
admirer of Ted Williams.” 

Ed Modzelewski and ‘59 classmate Wal- 
ter McCarthy had some good-sized teachers. 
Do you remember Richard Pratte, Al Laude 
and Fred Scyocurka? The Green Bay Pack- 
ers invited Al Laude to a tryout but he de- 
cided to teach high school math. He retired 
as a school superintendent and now lives in 
Maine. 

The ‘60s were represented by Tom Clark, 
Lenny Charest, Joe Modzelewski, Charlie 
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Planning a football reunion 


Gibson and Ralph Zavarella. Girls in their 
class were Melinda Hodges, Donna Dube, 
Joyce Drzyzga and Pam McCobb. 

Three “61s came: Gene Mutti, Mickey 
Juzba and Dave Ferrarini. Gene was on the 

Chriscola Bears around 
§1954. Mickey’s becom- 
ing an expert at growing 
flowers. Dave wasn’t 
quite sure whether he 
won the math award at 
graduation. I think he 
did. 

One of the first of 
these columns showed 
four young girls who 
sang together around Agawam. They were 
Nancy Roy ‘60, Maureen Grady ‘60, Judy 
Roy ‘60 and Judy Schinelli ‘61. What was 
the name of the group in the picture? The 
answer will be in the next column. 

On page 72 of the ‘62 Sachem, just below 
a picture of the Enchantments, is a picture of 
teacher Darrell Ashton dancing with a girl. 
Does anyone know who it is? 

Also at the reunion planning session was 


Joyce Drzyzga 


Dr. Frank Salvidio, who was a practice teach- 
er at AHS in 1958. He finished his career at 
Westfield State as an English professor. He’s 
still in contact with Dick Glogowski so I am 
hoping to call Dick in the future. That will 
make a good column. 
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Jerome Doolittle 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Walt Willard went to 
AHS and taught math there for 16 years. He 
can be reached at 786-7924. Call him. Walt 
loves your feedback and any and all infor- 
mation or tidbits you can offer. 


Use caution around Ice 


With the colder weather approaching, 
Massachusetts Department of Conserva- 
tion and Recreation (DCR) officials are 
urging outdoor enthusiasts to use caution 
on the ice. Walking, ice fishing or other 
activities on one of DCR’s frozen ponds is 
a great way to get out and enjoy the fresh 
air during winter. For those participating 
in recreational activities on the ice, DCR 
officials urge common sense and ask that 
you follow these recommended safety tips 
from the Massachusetts Emergency Man- 
agement Agency (MEMA): 

e Never go onto the ice alone. 

e Always keep your pets on a leash. If a 
pet falls through the ice, do not attempt a 
rescue. Instead, go for help. 

e Beware of ice covered with snow. 
Snow can insulate ice and keep it strong, 
but it also can insulate the ice and keep it 
from freezing. Snow also can hide cracks 
as well as weak and open ice. 


e Ice formed over flowing water (includ- 
ing springs under the surface) is generally 
weaker than ice over still water. 

e Ice seldom freezes or thaws at a uni- 
form rate. It can be a foot thick in one spot 
or an inch thick in another. 

e If acompanion falls through the ice and 
you are unable to reach that person from 
shore, throw something to them (a rope, 
tree branch, even jumper cables from the 
car, etc.). If this doesn’t work, go or phone 
for help before you also become a victim. 
Get medical assistance for the victim 1m- 
mediately. 

¢ If you fall in, try not to panic. Turn to- 
ward the direction you came from. Place 
your hands and arms on the unbroken sur- 
face, working forward by kicking your feet. 
Once the ice is solid enough to hold you, 
and you can pull yourself out, remain lying 
on the ice (do not stand; lying down spreads 
your weight across a wider area, lessening 


the weight on any one spot) and roll away 
from the hole. Crawl back the way you 
came, keeping your weight distributed, until 
you return to solid ice or ground. 

e As the season progresses, plan accord- 
ingly and use caution, as the condition of 
older ice greatly varies and is subject to 
rapidly changing conditions. 

For further tips, including information 
on hypothermia and cold water dangers, 
visit the featured section, “Stay safe, keep 
warm in extreme weather” at http://www. 
mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/recreation/safety/ 
ice_safety.htm, which also offers addition- 
al ice safety tips. 

Several DCR properties offer guided 
outdoor skating programs in season. For 
contact information for these park, as well 
as information about additional winter 
recreation opportunities in Massachusetts 
state parks, visit DCR’s website: www. 
mass.gov/dcer. 
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Tree Service 


“Call The Best - Without the Mess” N = a } 
Tree Trimming * Tree Removal 
Stump Grinding 
Shrub Removal ¢ Brush Chipping 
FREE ESTIMATES ¢ FULLY INSURED 


786-1786 * 786-0808 
“30 Years Of Good Service” * Many Excellent References 


2 Locations - Same Great Service! 
WALK-INS 
142 Meadow Street 


ANGELA'S i... 
HAI fe SALO Ni Open 6 Years 

Agawam, MA 01001 
Tel (413) 789-0306 


303A Springfield St., Agawam | 78 Franklin St., Westfield 
413-786-6988 413-562-5988 
Fax (413) 789-0327 


Perm & 
Color 


MEN ¢ WOMEN e CHILDREN Haircut or 


ALL HAIRCUTS $10 BE wax 
(Free wash with every haircut) SAVE O SAVE 
$4 00 OFF rk $00 OFF 


HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR $30+ 
PERM w/couPon | W/COUPON 


RMS $35+ 
Tuesday Senior Discount $9.00 WITH THIS AD. EXP. 1/31/13 


age GUARANTEES— 


- Too th 7 ch Qe NoT CHANCES 


eae FOR YOUR RETIREMENT 
Ge Call us for immediate relief! We are here to help... 


* 
oA B 
Why expose your hard-earned money to stock market losses? It’s possible to achieve 
Michael J. Calabrese, D.M.D. M.A.G.D 


one 
market gains along with safety of principal with a fixed indexed annuity. 
786-0555 


We gladly accept and ¢ White fillings 
process your insurance 


for you Interest-free 
financing available 


in 


Millions of retirees base their peace of mind on guaranteed 
safety, stability, and tax advantages. 


¢ Preventative care 


: eR nal 
New Patients sacar 


Welcome! 


Call today about this exciting retirement solution. 


* Crown & Bridgework 


Allen Financial 
Susan Allen 
413-569-0035 


www.susanallenfinancial.com 


¢ Cosmetic dentistry 


850 Springfield Street, 
suite 2 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


‘ Consult a licensed insurance agent to help determine if a fixed annuity is right for you. Thoroughly review all materials, contracts, and 
e E t forms to ensure that the annuity meets your unique financial situation and liquidity needs. Guarantees are based on the claims-paying 

4 (ac lO Ns ability of the insurer. Annuities held within qualified plans do not provide any additional tax benefits. Withdrawals may be subject to 
surrender charges and ordinary income tax, and if taken prior to age 59%, a 10% IRS penalty may also apply. Consult your personal tax 
adviser regarding annuity taxation as it applies to you. 
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AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Charity honors AHS teacher 


HERO, from page 1 


The teacher recipients were honored by 
the RMHC Board of Directors at the Mark 
Twain House and Museum in Hartford on 
Nov. 28, at the sixth annual RMHC Local 
Hero Awards. Benkert was joined by AHS 
Principal Steve Lemanski and Agawam Su- 
perintendent William Sapelli as well as other 
invited guests. Each honoree was presented 
with a plaque commemorating his or her 
award. 

Recognizing dedicated teachers 

RMHC recognized the teachers for their 
“tremendous dedication to their profession 
and outstanding efforts” to their students, 
schools and communities. There was no ap- 
plication or nomination process. Recipients 
were identified by RMHC, which worked 
closely with its partnering organizations, 
such as the Massachusetts Department of 
Education. 

“Our board of directors is proud to ac- 
knowledge these exceptional teachers for 
their tireless commitment and important ser- 
vice,” said Laura Phillips Ward, president of 
RMHC of Connecticut and Western Massa- 
chusetts. “Our RMHC chapter awards grants 
to local nonprofits that provide a brighter fu- 
ture for children, with a particular focus on 
supporting education. With the Local Hero 
Awards, we are able to thank the devoted 
professionals who help children everyday 
— our outstanding area teachers.” 

Benkert teaches geometry honors, cal- 
culus honors, and algebra. He said he was 
“floored” when Lemanski called him at home 
to tell him the good news. “I was extremely 
surprised and humbled to learn about receiv- 
ing the RMHC Local Hero Award.” 

He added that he works with so many 
wonderfully talented colleagues that it’s 
‘fan honor and a blessing” to be singled out 
for recognition. ““The teachers that I’m sur- 
rounded by motivate me to be the best pos- 
sible teacher I can be, both in and out of the 
classroom.” 

Dedicated to students, community 

Benkert said it’s important to recognize 
the hard work, dedication, and commitment 
of public school teachers. ““Too often, pub- 
lic school teachers seem to bear the brunt of 
negative criticism and opinion from many 
different sources. Every day I witness teach- 
ers trying their best to reach every student in 
their classroom and it’s important to recog- 
nize those efforts.” 

Interacting with the students is what Ben- 
kert loves most about teaching. “My students 
always make me smile. Every day is a new 
and interesting experience. When teachers 
say that no two days are alike, they are defi- 
nitely speaking the truth.” 

He added that students are the reason he 
spends countless hours grading papers, prep- 
ping lessons, and researching new math- 
ematical ideas to help inspire them. 

Benkert is active out of his classroom at 
AHS as well. He serves as co-advisor of the 
National Honor Society, chairs the school’s 
Accreditation Follow-Up Committee, and 
1S a Supervising practitioner for two student 
teachers. 

He helped re-write the school’s mission 


Statement and core values, and ensures 
school-wide rubrics are used in all classes 
to meet revised academic expectations. Ben- 
kert, who considers himself a “technology 
junkie,’ also led workshops on effectively 
integrating technology in the classroom, and 
helped roll out Edline — the school’s online 
parent information tool. 

In addition to his teaching career, Benkert 
also finds time to give back to the commu- 
nity. Actively involved with the Christ Pres- 
byterian Church as the music director/wor- 
ship leader, he’s traveled to New Orleans 
with his family to help rebuild after Katrina 
and assisted with clean-up efforts following 
Springfield’s 2011 tornado. These efforts 
earned him the 2011 Grinspoon “Pioneer 
Valley Excellence in Teaching” award. 

AHS Principal Lemanski said Benkert, a 
math teacher at AHS for 12 years, goes “over 
and above” for his students and for his col- 
leagues. ’’For his students, he’s one of the 
first teachers to arrive in the morning. Most 
days he works with students in the morning 
and stays late each day to work with other 
students after school.” 

Helping AHS move forward 

For the past five years Benkert has chaired 
the committee that works with faculty and 
administrators to ensure AHS meets stan- 
dards set forth by the New England Asso- 
ciation for Schools and Colleges (NEASC). 
The organization, which last visited AHS 
in 2008, provides accreditation services for 
public schools. 

“T believe in the work that NEASC has 
asked us to do and I’ve led several profes- 
sional development workshops to help our 
school move forward in the areas of assess- 
ment and revising the mission statement and 
core values,” said Benkert. He also has orga- 
nized workshops on instruction and curricu- 
lum as well as worked with teachers and ad- 
ministrators to write reports for NEASC that 
provide updates on the school’s progress. 

Benkert said he always wanted to be a 
teacher and was further inspired by his high 
school band director in Freeland, Mich., 
where he was raised. “He played an influ- 
ential role in my life and showed me what 
impact a teacher can have on the lives of stu- 
dents.” 

Originally planning to become a music 
teacher, Benkert switched to mathematics in 
his junior year of college. Mathematics was 
a natural transition for me as I love the sub- 
ject and the connections between different 
branches of math,’ said the Westfield State 
University graduate. “I’m always learning 
new and interesting things about the sub- 
ject.” 

To further recognize Benkert’s work, 
RMHC awarded a $1,000 grant to AHS in 
his honor. RMHC donated a total of $10,000 
to area schools with $1,000 grants to each 
honoree’s respective school. 

Benkert said he and Lemanski are con- 
sidering using the grant to purchase some 
new technology to improve the delivery of 
instruction in Benkert’s classroom. “I’m also 
looking at doing something for the school 
building that would further AHS’ efforts to 
promote and instill the core values into the 
daily lives of all who are involved in the 


SUNSHINE DENTAL CARE 


General Dentistry for Kids & Families 


Winnie Cheung D.M.D. 


Southwick’s Family Dentist 


515 College Highway (Rte. 202), Southwick, MA 
For appointment, please call 
(413) 569-1118 ¢ www.sunshinedentalcare.com 
Our Mission “Zo promote dental health for the 
community and to make children realize that dental 
visits are not fearful, but enjoyable instead.” 


MAat Reeders 


Laura Phillips Ward, president of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
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Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Connecticut and Western Massachusetts, presents Agawam High School 
math teacher Nikali Benkert with a plaque commemorating his RMHC 
Local Hero Award, which recognizes 10 outstanding area teachers each 
year. Joining them are Agawam Superintendent William Sapelli (left) and 
AHS Principal Steven Lemanski (right). 


Students, parents praise 
‘amazing’ teacher 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Pubilcations Correspondent 


AGAWAM — Nikali Benkert is dedi- 
cated to his students. The AHS math 
teacher not only makes time to provide 
students with extra instruction, but he also 
gets to know each one personally, and cre- 
ates an environment where they feel re- 
spected and valued. 

Benkert — the recent recipient of a Ron- 
ald McDonald House Charities of West- 
ern Massachusetts and Connecticut Local 
Hero Award — is a teacher who is rigorous 
and thorough. Each homework assign- 
ment is not just graded; he also provides 
students with the feedback they need to 
help them continuously improve and be 
successful learners. 

Many of Benkert’s current and former 
students as well as their parents credit 
his teaching style and his commitment 
to students for helping youngsters learn 
difficult math concepts skills. Several of 
them shared why they consider Benkert a 
great teacher. 

Ninth grader Vicky Abramchuk takes 
geometry honors. She said Benkert has 
helped her become a better student be- 
cause “he listens to your questions, has 
a great attitude, makes math interesting, 
and is passionate about what he teaches, 
so you actually want to listen and pay at- 
tention.” 

She said one of the things she likes 
about Benkert is that he takes complicat- 
ed math terms and puts them into simple, 
easy-to-understand terms. “If I had a dif- 
ficult problem that I couldn’t solve, Mr. 
Benkert would always explain it out to me 
and help me to understand it.” 

Another ninth grader in Benkert’s ge- 
ometry honors class, Vita Nesen, said 
when she or other students ask a question 
about a math concept or problem, Ben- 
kert doesn’t simply solve the problem for 


them. ““To help us better understand how 
to solve something, he shows us other 
problems similar to the one we are stuck 
on so we can apply the problem-solving 
concepts to answer our questions about a 
problem.” 

Nesen added that Benkert makes sure 
students understand something before he 
moves on. “He helped me become a better 
student by giving me and everyone else 
chances to ask questions about concepts 
we don’t understand.” 

Sue Lovotti’s two daughters, Sara 
and Anna, each had Benkert twice. Sara 
graduated in 2008 and Anna graduated in 
2012. They each took geometry honors in 
ninth grade and calculus honors in 12th 
grade. Lovotti called Benkert an “excel- 
lent’ math teacher. 

“Both of my girls remarked several 
times that he was able to teach them 
math concepts in ways that helped them 
remember the material,’ she said. “Mr. 
Benkert taught ‘life lessons’ to my girls 
at the same time he was teaching them 
math. I feel he was the best teacher Anna 
ever had.” 

Anna, now a freshman at Springfield 
College, currently takes a calculus course 
at the college. Due to Benkert’s class, Lo- 
votti said Anna is quickly moving through 
the material while some of her classmates 
are struggling 

” Anna uses ‘tricks’ that he taught her to 
remember difficult concepts. She seemed 
surprised that many of her classmates 
from other school districts never learned 
these valuable tools,” said Lovotti. 

Anna Lovotti said Benkert helped her 
with all her problems — school related or 
not — and always noticed when students 
weren’t themselves. “His teaching style 
was amazing. He made me want to go to 
class. He made class fun, but disciplined 
when necessary. He was the teacher I re- 
spected the most.” 


Dr. Tami 


Nelson 
786-4820 


Hampden County Chiropractic 
546 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 


Start 2013 Off Right! 


Make an appointment today? 
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Public Safety 


FIRE 


The Agawam Fire Department 
responded to 60 EMS calls and 21 
fire/emergency response calls for the 
week of Dec. 25 to Dec. 31. 


On Dec. 25 at 2:21 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Barry Street 
to assist police or other governmen- 
tal agency. 

On Dec. 25 at 5:31 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Brookline Av- 
enue for public service assistance. 

On Dec. 26 at 3:42 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Springfield 
Street for sprinkler activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On Dec. 26 at 11:09 a.m., the 
department responded to Mansion 
Woods Drive for smoke detector ac- 
tivation, no fire — unintentional. 

On Dec. 26 at 1:03 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Bridge Street 
for arcing, shorted electrical equip- 
ment. 

On Dec 26 at 1:57 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Castle Hills Road 
for public service. 

On Dec. 26 at 3:48 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Hall Street for 
unauthorized burning. 

On Dec. 26 at 4:21 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Allison Lane 
to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 27 at 4:56 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Letendre 
Avenue for oil or other combustible 
liquid spill. 

On Dec. 27 at 5:17 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Coyote Circle 
for smoke detector activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Easy as 1-2-3 

4. Goat and camel 
hair fabric 

7. A woman’s 
undergarment 

10. British bathrooms 

12. Assemblages of 
parts into one 
entity 

14. Semitic fertility 
god 

15. Dull & 
uninteresting 

16. Yemen 
capital 

17. Stare 
impertinently 

18. Banished persons 

20. Heart failure 
& energy 
supplement 

22. Reduction in 
force 

23. Women’s ___ 
movement 

24. Polynesian 
wrapped skirt 

26. Double-reed 
instruments 

29. Own (Scottish) 


dressings 
36. Paddle 
unit 
44. Insecticide 


45. A blank area 


49. Tear away 
roughly 

50. Elevated 

53. Cristobalite 


unit 


direction 


Spain 


NYSE 
66. Japanese 


30. Summer window CLUES DOWN 
35. Many not ands 
37. Being a single 
38. Silly behavior 


46. Reduces stress 
48. Morning moisture 


56. Baseball’s Ruth 
57. Indian monetary 


59. Contest of speed 
61. Having a slanted 


62. Gross receipts 
63. A river in NE 


64. The brain and 


spinal cord (abbr.) 
65. Dynegy Inc. on 


monetary unit 


Loc —— 


On Dec. 27 at 7:33 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Parkedge 
Drive for carbon monoxide detector 
activation due to malfunction. 

On Dec. 28 at 10:07 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Main Street 
for alarm system sounding due to 
malfunction. 

On Dec. 29 at 9:25 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Dartmouth 
Street for a good intent call. 

On Dec. 29 at 11:53 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Wright Street 
for smoke detector activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On Dec. 29 at 1:08 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Leonard 
Street for smoke detector activation 
due to malfunction. 

On Dec. 30 at 1:36 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Norris Street 
for smoke detector activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On Dec. 30 at 10:14 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Editha Avenue 
for a lockout. 

On Dec. 30 at 1:06 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Brookfield 
Lane for smoke detector activation, 
no fire — unintentional. 

On Dec. 30 at 9:33 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Main Street to 
assist invalid. 

On Dec. 31 at 12:23 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to North West- 
field Street for public service assis- 
tance. 

On Dec. 31 at 3:09 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Cardinal 
Drive for gasoline or other flamma- 
ble liquid spill. 
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27. Farcical 
afterpiece 

28. Dispatches by 
mail 

29. Hall of Fame 
(abbr. ) 

31. Aah 

32. Unnaturally pale 

33. Before 

34. Fixed in one’s 
purpose 

39. Madames 

40. Frosts 

41. City drains 

42. Baseball playoff 

43. Cruise 

47. Steeple 

50. Precipitation 

51. Cas____: winter 
melons 

52. A unit of two 

53. Viewed 

54. Taxis 

55. 4840 square 
yards 

56. London radio 
station 

58. Perform work 
regularly 

60. Longest 
geological time 


1. Linen vestment 
worn by priests 

2. The trunk of a tree 

3. Transmission line 
cable 

4. Freshwater duck 
genus 

5. Bulk storage 
container 

6. Oil obtained from 
flowers 

7. Shopping 
containers 

8. Abnormal 
breathing 

9. Brew 

11. Bake eggs in their 
shells 

12. Serviceable 

13. A person in the 
navy 

14. A child’s slight 
injury 

19. Fain 

21. Supports 
trestletree 

24. Parian Chronicle 
discovery site 

25. Greek famous for 
fables 


Answers on 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 
567 calls from Dec. 18 to Dec. 31. The depart- 
ment made 18 arrests. Those arrested will ap- 
pear at a future date in Westfield District Court 
and are innocent until proven guilty. 


Wednesday, Dec. 19 

Maxwell R. Peterson, 21, of 167 Fred Jack- 
son Road, Southwick, was arrested on charges 
of operating under the influence of liquor; neg- 
ligent operation of motor vehicle; and marked 
lanes violation. 

Richard L. Dolan, 28, of 124 Hastings Road, 
Spencer, was arrested on charges of posses- 
sion of Class B drug and distribution of Class 
D drug. 

Kyle A.W. Salgado, 26, of 663 North West- 
field St., Feeding Hills, was arrested on an arrest 
watrant. 


Friday, Dec. 21 
Duane L. Raymond, 25, of 313 Springfield 
St., Agawam, was arrested on an arrest warrant. 
Nicole Marie Fournier, 36, of 859 Main St., 
Apt. 5L, Holyoke, was arrested on an arrest 
warrant. 


Sunday, Dec. 23 

John G. Kudlic, 21, of 17 North West St., 
Feeding Hills, was arrested on charges of op- 
erating under the influence of liquor (second 
offense); operating to endanger based on negli- 
gence; and possession of open container of alco- 
hol in motor vehicle. 

Eric M. Pouliot, 32, of 5 Plumtree Way, Feed- 
ing Hills, was arrested on an arrest warrant and 
charges of operating motor vehicle with license 
suspended; unregistered motor vehicle; and mo- 
tor vehicle not meeting Registry of Motor Ve- 
hicles safety standards. 

Eugene Steward, 36, of 318 Silver St., Aga- 
wam, was arrested on a charge of domestic as- 
sault and battery. 

Jennifer Koziol, 30, of 230 Pearl St., Middle- 
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town, Conn., was arrested on charges of break- 
ing and entering in the nighttime for felony and 
larceny over $250. 


Tuesday, Dec. 25 
James Paul Nicholson, 26, of 49 Poinsetta St., 
Agawam, was arrested on a charge of larceny 
over $250. 


Thursday, Dec. 27 

Joseph Galano, 71, of 886 Main St., Agawam, 
was arrested on a charge of domestic assault and 
battery. 

Eddie Ortiz, 20, of 63 Hall St., Springfield, 
was arrested on a charge of disorderly conduct. 

A 16-year-old juvenile from Springfield was 
arrested on a charge of disorderly conduct. 

Cassandra N. Shields, 26, of 775 Spring- 
field St., Apt. 8D, Feeding Hills, was arrested 
on a default warrant for failure to appear and 
a charge of possession of controlled substance 
without prescription. 


Friday, Dec. 28 
Lisa Parker, 46, of 10 Plantation Drive, Aga- 
wam, was arrested on a charge of domestic as- 
sault and battery. 


Saturday, Dec. 29 

Denise Lynn Parolo, 41, of 88 Strawberry 
Hill Road, Feeding Hills, was arrested on charg- 
es of operating under the influence of liquor; 
operating to endanger based on negligence; and 
marked lanes violation. 

Valerie Lorenz, 56, of 91 Clover Hill, Feeding 
hills, was arrested on charges of disorderly con- 
duct and assault and battery on police officer. 


Monday, Dec. 31 
Paul V. Trimboli III, 24, of 26 Kellogg Ave., 
Feeding Hills, was arrested on charges of pos- 
session of Class B drug and conspiracy to vio- 
late drug law. 


Give them the 


best care. 


by getting the best 
care for yourself. 


Being there for every bump, bruise, and 
snittle your family has is one of your top priorities. 
That's why staying on top of your own health should 


be a priority too. Hampden County Physician 


Associates, one of the region's leading multi- 


specialty groups, focuses on your total health with 


general practitioners and specialists working 


together to provide the most complete care possible. 


Currently, Dr. Joanna Cichon, a Primary Care 


Physician specializing in Internal Medicine, is 


accepting new patients ages 18 and older. Fluent in 


Joanna Cichon, MD 


both Polish and English, Dr. Cichon is conveniently 


located at our 77 Boylston Street office. She and 


her experienced statt make finding the patient- 


centered approach to healthcare you deserve simple. 


Location: 77 Boylston Street, Springtield 
Hours: Weekdays, 8:00am - 4:00pm 
Board Certification: Internal Medicine 


Call 413.734.8254 for further information or 


to arrange an appointment. 


HCPA participates in most health insurance plans. 


Fe Hampden County Physician Associates, LLC 


77 Boylston Street, Springfield, MA 01104 | www.hampdencountyphysicians.com 
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HENRY J. DAGLIO 


Henry John Daglio, 87, of Agawam, 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2012 at 
as Hall North. He was born in Aga- 

: wam to the late Elizabeth 
(Scherpa) and Emile Da- 
glio. Henry was a gradu- 
ate of the Agawam High 
School Class of 1943. 
He was a U.S. Army Air 
Force veteran and served 
during World War II. 
Henry worked as a foreman for New Eng- 
land Telephone for over 35 years. He was 
a communicant of the former St. Anthony 
Padua’s Church and currently Sacred Heart 
Church in Feeding Hills. He was a member 
of the Telecom Pioneers, Western Mass. 
Fly Tiers and formerly of Victor Emmanuel 
Society and was an avid fisherman and Red 
Sox fan. Henry leaves his beloved wife of 63 
years, Gloria Daglio; his loving son, Martin 
S. Daglio and his wife Pamela of Feeding 
Hills; and his adored granddaughters, Sarah 
Daglio and April Daglio. He was prede- 
ceased by 3 brothers, Alfred 
Daglio, Richard Daglio and 
Emile “Butch” Daglio. The 
funeral was at the Toomey- 
O’Brien Funeral Home, West Springfield, 
followed by a Liturgy of Christian Burial 
in Sacred Heart Church, Feeding Hills fol- 
lowed by burial at St. Thomas Cemetery. 
The family would like to thank all the staff 
at Heritage Hall North as well as the staff 
of Baystate Visiting Nurse Association and 
Hospice. Memorial donations may be made 
to Heritage Hall North, Resident Activity 
Fund, 55 Cooper St., Agawam, MA 01001 
or Baystate VNA and Hospice, 280 Chest- 
nut St., 6th Floor, Springfield, MA 01199. 


NELLIE D. ORGANEK 


Aniela “Nellie” Dorothea (Bannish) Or- 
ganek, 93, of Agawam, died Saturday, Dec. 
29, 2012 in n Agawam. Nellie was born in 
Westfield July 13, 1919. 
She attended Westfield 
schools where she was an 
exceptional student and 
a graduate of Westfield 
High School. While at the 
Little River School she 
was chosen to sing solo at 

all holiday functions. She 
was a great Avene with the crowd, always 
ending with a standing ovation at the end of 
her performance. On June 8, 1941 in Holy 
Trinity Church in Westfield, she married 
Edward F. Organek, who predeceased her 
in 2007. They moved to Agawam in 1945 
where they became active communicants 
of St. John the Evangelist Church. She and 
her husband were members of the Agawam 
Golden Age Club Chapter I and took part in 
the senior travel activities. Besides raising 
six children, Nellie enjoyed sewing for her 
children, embroidery, rug-braiding, garden- 
ing and baking her pies second only to her 
mother. Nellie was the beloved mother of 
six children and adored grandmother of six. 
She leaves Dr. Gabrielle “Mary” Charest of 
Redmond, Wash., Ann C. Zavarella and her 
husband Ralph of Suffield, Conn., Carole D. 
Organek of Waterbury, Conn., Dr. Constance 
J. Organek and her husband Dr. James Tuck- 
ett of Phoenix, Ariz., Dolores F. Covington 
and her husband Richard of Mashpee, and 
Edward J. Organek of Blandford. Her six 
grandchildren, Leonard Charest and his 
wife Monique Celeste of Redmond, Wash., 
Douglas Charest of San Jose, Calif., Michael 
McGrath of Brooklyn, N.Y., Jenny Williams 
of East Sandwich, Jay Breuer of Waterbury, 
Conn., and Rachel Messier and her husband 


Mayor hopes for growth, stability 


COHEN, from page 1 


*N Lanes building. 

“We received a $50,000 grant from Mass 
Development to analyze the Games ‘N Lanes 
site to see what work must be done to make 
it viable for development,’ said Cohen. “T 
am looking forward to seeing the report and 
hope it gives us the information we need to 
get it developed.” 

The site has been closed for more than 14 
years. 

Another larger project in the works for 
the new year is the development of an Aga- 
wam Y Express. The Wellness and Program 
Center is scheduled to move forward during 
2013. 

The second phase of the School Street 
Park Project should also move forward in 
2013 after the town received a reimburse- 
ment grant for $400,000 to go toward it. The 
second phase will include the development 
of about 20 acres of the park and could in- 
clude a spray park, band shell, pavilion, and 
toddler-level playground among some of the 
amenities being proposed. 

The town will also begin seeking easement 
for the next phase of the bike path project. 

“We’re going to continue our work to de- 
velop the five-mile bike path,” said Cohen. 
The path is a 5-mile loop, part of which is 


Boon pols [fs neers 


eo slalnjala 
Ljels Me 


lofofel is tr[wie 
is|plalcle 


BGR Bie 
Be Bes 


completed and runs along River Road. 

Cohen said the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation is working on a major im- 
provement project on Main Street. 

“It’s going to include a lot of new paving 
on that road,” said Cohen. “We are hoping to 
see it go out to bid in 2013.” 

Main Street, also known as Route 159, has 
had several improvements during the past 
few years, including new paving in some sec- 
tions and new sidewalks throughout much of 
the road, including near the Agawam Senior 
Center and Six Flags New England. Cohen 
said the road would be improved, but not 
widened. 

Cohen also wants to work with West 
Springfield in 2013 to address the problems 
on the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge. 

“T want to fix the intersection there and 
make it safer for people going in and out of 
town,” said Cohen. 

As always, Cohen said he is dedicated to 
maintaining stability in town government 
and will continue to do so in 2013. 

“T want to continue to work efficiently and 
effectively for the citizens of Agawam and 
maintain services through economic devel- 
opment and fiscal responsibility,’ said Co- 
hen. “My main goal is to keep Agawam on a 
path that helps us maintain stability.” 


e Porches & Sunrooms 


e Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 


e Mastic Vinyl Siding 


e Window Replacement, Vinyl Or Wood 


All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation For Quality & Dependability 
FULLY INSURED -- FREE ESTIMATES 


All Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 


Bob Longo 


Construction 


32 Years Specializing In 
Kitchens And Additions 


Free Custom Design 
Agawam « 789-0758 


e Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
e Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 


William of Westfield. Her grandchildren 
shared many personal moments with her. She 
always made each child feel like her favorite 
and they loved her. Her great-grandchildren 
are Darby Charest, Victoria Williams, Clin- 
ton Breuer, and Aniela McGrath, named af- 
ter her great-grandmother. Nellie was one of 
14 children of Maryanna Beker and Michael 
Bannish, immigrants from Galicia, Austria- 
Poland. She was predeceased by Joseph Ban- 
nish, John Bannish, Henry Bannish, Stanley 
Bannish, Thomas Bannish, Daniel Bannish, 
Katherine Bannish, Josephine Lampe, Anna 
Buynicki, Theresa Roberts and Agnes Car- 
mel. She is survived by a brother. Frank 
Bannish of Southwick; and a sister, Jean 
Dignon of Pownal, Vt. The funeral will be 
Saturday at 8:30 a.m. from the Agawam Fu- 
neral Home, 184 Main St. with a Mass in 
St. John the Evangelist Church at 9:30 a.m. 
The burial will follow in St. Mary’s Cem- 
etery in Westfield. Calling hours are Friday 
from 4-7 p.m. Nellie loved flowers, but she 
also loved giving to her favorite charities. In 
lieu of flowers donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice in her name. 


ELMER E. SCULL 


Elmer Scull, 96, died Saturday, Dec. 29, 
2012 at Country Estates in Agawam. He 
was born in English Creek, N.J. and was a 
graduate of Drexel University. Elmer served 
as a commander in the 
United States Navy dur- 
ing World War II and the 
Korean War. He enjoyed 
a technical career with 
General Electric both in 
Pittsfield and Cape Ken- 
nedy, Fla. while working 
on the space program. 
He lived throughout the 
United States during his careers, while al- 
ways maintaining a home in Ocean City, N.J. 


He moved to Agawam in 2000, with his wife 


Upcoming blood 
drives announced 


The Knights of Columbus will host a 
blood drive for the Mercy Medical Cen- 
ter’s blood bank, Tuesday, Jan. 8 from 2 
to 6 p.m. at St. John’s Church, 833 Main 
St., Agawam. 

For more information, call 786-3091. 

7K OK ok 

The American Red Cross will hold a 
blood drive Friday, Jan. 25 from noon to 
6 p.m. at the Agawam Fire Department, 
800 Main St. and Thursday, Jan. 31 from 
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Agawam High 
School, 760 Cooper St. 

All eligible and new blood donors are 
encouraged to give blood. Blood donors 
are needed every day to ensure an ad- 
equate blood supply for patients in need. 

All presenting donors in January will 
receive a coupon for a free pound of 
Dunkin’ Donuts coffee. Prizes are non 
transferable and not redeemable for cash. 

To make an appointment 
to donate blood, call (800) 
733-2767) or visit red- 
crossblood.org. 


For an Expert 
Opinion and 
FREE Estimate call 


786-0020 
HARDY’S PROFESSIONAL 


MASONRY 


| For All Your Masonry Needs... Chimneys, Rebuilds, 
Repairs, Stainless Steel Tops & Liners, Stairs, 
Walkways, Retaining Walls and Cultured Stone. 


Licensed & Insured 


Ruth, to be closer to family and friends. El- 
mer will always be remembered for his love 
of the sea, his kindness and compassion for 
others, especially his wife Ruth to whom he 
was married for 68 years at the time of her 
death in 2010. He leaves a son, Robert Scull 
of Binghamton, N.Y.; and two daughters, 
Barbara Gasperack of West Springfield and 
June Grunin of Falmouth; six grandchildren, 
Amy Bolduc of Westfield, Dr. David Gas- 
perack of Reading, Penn., 
Elissa Adams of Sandwich, 
Daniel Grunin of Boston, 
Nate Scull of Ithaca, N.Y., 
and Will Scull of Binghamton, N.Y.; and 
nine wonderful great-grandchildren. The fu- 
neral was held at the Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Home followed by burial in the 
Massachusetts Veteran’s Memorial Cem- 
etery. Elmer’s family would like to thank the 
staff at Country Estates for the compassion- 
ate care and kindness shown to Elmer. Me- 
morial contributions may be made to Coun- 
try Estates Activity Fund, 1200 Suffield St., 
Agawam, MA 01001. 


Agawam 
Congregational to 
host pork supper 


The Agawam Congregational 
Church, located at 745 Main St., will 
host its annual pork supper Saturday, 
Jan. 19 at 5:30 p.m. Cost is $12 for 
adults and $6 for children. The menu 
will include roast pork, roasted pota- 
toes, green beans, salad, rolls and but- 
ter, homemade applesauce, coffee, tea, 
milk and dessert. 

For reservations, call the church of- 
fice at 786-7111. 


Renewal of Baptismal 
vows at First 
Congregational 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - First Congre- 
gational Church, United Church of Christ, 
located at 20 Lathrop St., will celebrate 
Epiphany Sunday on Jan. 6 with the Renewal 
of the Baptismal Covenant. Epiphany is the 


revealing of Jesus’ identity as God’s own son. 


Many adults were baptized as infants by their 


parents, who made promises on their behalf. 


Most don’t remember their baptisms. On the 
first Sunday of the year, the congregation re- 
news their baptismal covenants, more fully 
aware of the commitments being made with 
God through God’s universal church. All are 
invited to come and be part of this moving 
liturgy. 

Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. Nursery care 
is provided for children up to age 4. For more 
information about all church ministries, in- 
cluding Church School, youth groups, and 
men’s and women’s small groups, contact the 
church at (413) 739-6608, email firstchurch- 
ws@yahoo.com or visit www.firstchurchws. 
org. 


Unsafe? 


Mortar deterioration? 
Flashing deterioration? 
Cracked crowns? 
Loose bricks? 
Waterproofing? 


Specializing in 
Restoration 


These problems can 
cause water damage to 
your roof and inside 
your home, resulting in 
bad ventilation for your 
furnace and fireplaces! 
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Residents debate barn plans 


BARN, from page 1 


kets to athletic activities to craft fairs. 

Dachos emphasized that any changes to 
the barn, which was recently listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, would 
not alter its rare New England design style or 
its post and beam construction. 

The barn also has another unique feature: 
a ramp at each end. The double-ramp design 
— one of only two barns like it in the Western 
Massachusetts area and the only one of its 
type in Agawam — allowed farmers to pass 
straight through the building without hav- 
ing to turn around. Unlike many other ramp 
barns of its era, it wasn’t built into a hillside, 
but raised up to protect the top level in the 
event of flooding from the nearby Connecti- 
cut River. 

Public use requires more work, money 

Crosskey spent the past summer assessing 
the barn’s condition. He said the first — and 
most critical — step to preserving the barn is 
to stabilize it. 

Doors and windows must be fixed because 
of rot. The roof and siding are also decay- 
ing and must be repaired. At a minimum, he 
said work must be done to ensure the barn is 
weather tight and no longer open to outside 
elements. Crosskey estimated this would 
cost about $60,000, but that estimate doesn’t 
include the cost to repair the foundation, 
which is shifting. 

This work, however, would only prevent 
the barn’s condition from worsening. Pub- 
lic use — even for tours — requires spending 
more money making the barn handicap ac- 
cessible and installing other amenities for 
the general public. 

“If you spend the $60,000 for the needed 
repairs, it has to be only used for storage. It 
would be a space that no resident gets to go 
into,’ said Dachos. 

Restoring the barn and renovating it by 
adding modern conveniences — such as heat- 
ing and air conditioning, bathrooms, and 
a lift between the upper and lower levels 
— would allow it to be used for three or four 
seasons of the year. 

The cost for a three-season barn is esti- 
mated to be $681,076. To make the structure 
into a four-season barn, Crosskey’s estimat- 
ed cost is $812,787. He also explained that 
work could be phased in over time as the 
town could afford it. 

Renovation impact on historical signifi- 
cance 

Some residents questioned if adding mod- 
ern amenities would lessen the historical 
significance of the barn. “It’s a barn. We’re 
going to change the roof, change the siding, 
change the windows, and change the founda- 
tion. Is it going to be a historic building after 
that? A barn is a barn. It’s not a recreational 
center. We’re going to spend a million dol- 
lars on this barn — is it still historic?” asked 
one person in attendance. 

Resident John Walsh suggested the barn 
should be preserved and left unrenovated, 
but “beefed up” structurally so it would 
survive for another 100 years. However, he 
didn’t favor converting it into a three- or 
four-season barn. 

“Now we have the town of Agawam 
competing with the likes of Chez Josef and 
Crestview Country Club, which are in the 
wedding business. I don’t think the town 
should be in the wedding business or any- 
thing like that,” he said. 

Crosskey said the renovations, if done 
successfully, would retain the features that 
define the barn historically and give it char- 
acter. Also, materials used to replace pieces 
that have worn out would closely match 
those used in the barn’s original construc- 
tion. 

“Historic preservation doesn’t mean that 
this always has to be a barn, that it always 


Turley Publications photo by Mike Lydick 


William Crosskey of Crosskey Ar- 
chitects in Hartford, a historic pres- 
ervation consultant who has been 
working on plans for restoring the 
School Street Barn, discussed pre- 
liminary proposals for the barn. 


has to have the materials that were put on it 
in 1880,” he said. ’’The reality is that build- 
ings change and have different needs. Now 
this barn has the opportunity to serve the 
community in a different way other than its 
agricultural past.” 

Dachos reassured residents that any reno- 
vations would be done carefully to preserve 
its historic integrity and would be reviewed 
by the federal government to prevent jeop- 
ardizing the barn’s listing on the National 
Historic Register. 

“Unless we go in and totally change the 
character of the barn — which we are not in- 
tending to do — you will walk into that up- 
per level and it will look just like a historic 
barn,” she added. 

Potential value for community 

Advisory committee member Russell Pe- 
trucci said there is a need in town for a three- 
or four-season facility such as the School 
Street Barn. He said it makes no sense to 
spend money just to have something to 
look at and not use. “Putting in about one- 
fifth of the top end estimate just to refurbish 
the barn structure would create an icon that 
could never be used. The proposals that have 
been presented would allow the building to 
be used by everybody in town.” 

Magda Galitatsos urged people to look at 
the long-range possibilities of the barn and 
its potential value to host educational and 
cultural events. “If it’s too expensive to do all 
the renovations at once, it should at least be 
completed through the third stage. There’s a 
need for a place for events that the town sup- 
ports that there isn’t space for right now.” 

Henry Kozloski, who has been involved 
with the barn project for nearly a decade, 
argued in favor of the renovations. “My feel- 
ing is if you’re going to do this, do it right or 
don’t do it all.” 

Former city councilor Jill Messick, a 
member of the barn’s advisory committee, 
said it would be “selfish” for the town not 
to develop the barn by choosing one of the 
options presented at the meeting. 

Messick also said it’s important to pre- 
serve the barn because Agawam is losing its 
barns at a “tremendous” rate. “Right now it’s 
just a barn — until it’s gone.” 
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An opportunity to preserve 
‘a wonderful structure’ 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


Deborah Dachos called the School 
Street Barn a “wonderful structure” — and 
one of the few remaining barns that allow 
people to remember what made Agawam 
Agawam in its early days. 

“When you walk into that barn you 
are walking back into history,’ said Da- 
chos, the town’s director of planning and 
community development, at a Dec. 12 
“visoneering”’ session on the barn’s fu- 
ture. “It’s beautiful. And its interior, the 
post and beam construction — the barn’s 
‘bones’ — are well-preserved.” 

She said renovating the barn for public 
use could involve three phases, depending 
on how much money the town decided to 
spend beyond the minimal repairs needed 
and if it uses the barn for just three seasons 
or year-round. Dachos also explained the 
possible funding sources available to pay 
for the renovations. 

The first phase involves rebuilding 
the barn structure, pouring new concrete 
foundations, framing the first floor, new 
siding and new roofing, insulation, doors, 
and windows. The proposed cost for the 
first phase would be $343,508. 

The second phase entails site work and 
interior work to make the barn suitable for 
three-season use. This would include util- 
ity connections, framework and finishing 
the basement level, installing stairs and a 
lift, electrical work, and plumbing. The 
estimated cost for this phase: $395,179. 

Installing a heating and cooling sys- 
tem to turn the structure into a four-sea- 
son barn at a cost of $74,100 would be 
the third and final phase. The total cost to 
convert the barn for year-round use would 
bess 

This could be accomplished with some 
of the following renovations: 

¢ tapping into an existing water main to 
bring in water lines; 

¢ bringing in electricity; 

e refurbishing the entrance two ramps; 

e replacing the concrete retaining walls 
and footings; 

° pouring a new concrete slab; 

¢ putting in stairs and a lift for access 
to both levels; 

e supporting the bottom of the upper 


level with new wood or steel piers; 

e excavating the lower level another 2 
4 to 3 feet; 

° opening up the south walls on lower 
level by adding windows or sliding glass 
doors that would open onto a patio; 

e adding insulation and ductwork for 
heating and cooling for year round use. 

Depending on which option is chosen 
and the cost of a final contractor’s pro- 
posal, Dachos said there are two possible 
funding sources for the barn renovations. 

The town’s Community  Preserva- 
tion Act has $437,894 available in fiscal 
year 2013 and $495, 219 for fiscal year 
2014. Dachos said CPA funds in the his- 
toric preservation category have primarily 
been used for private properties. She said 
Agawam as a municipality has very few 
historic structures, but the School Street 
Barn is one of the most critical. 

“This could be our opportunity to use 
funds that have already been collected to 
use to preserve the School Street Barn. 
That money has been collected from Aga- 
wam residents and is just sitting there 
waiting to be used for a project like this,” 
she added. 

The barn’s recent acceptance by the 
National Park Service’s Department of the 
Interior in the National Register of His- 
toric Places, also allows the town to tap 
state funds to save the barn. Dachos said 
Agawam could apply for up to $100,000 
for a Massachusetts Historical Preserva- 
tion historic funding grant. 

Dachos said she and members of the 
School Street Barn Advisory Committee 
plan to meet with the city council and 
the town’s Conservation Preservation Act 
Committee (CPA) in January to discuss 
the project. 

At that meeting — which would be open 
to the public — the advisory committee 
would answer any questions from city 
councilors and CPA Committee members 
before preparing and distributing propos- 
al requests to restoration/rehabilitation 
contractors in February. 

The goal, said Dachos, would be to 
select a contractor in March and begin 
construction in May. She added that this 
timeline is not dependent on which option 
is selected for the barn. 


Purchase these photos or any others you see 
in one of our Turley Publications by going to 
www.turley2.smugmug.com. 


Turley Publications photos by Mike Lydick 


These two photos of a model of the School Street Barn show what 
the barn could look like after it’s renovated for three- or four-season 
use. The overhead cutaway view shows how the barn’s historic post 
and beam construction would be preserved on the upper level of the 
barn. The side exterior view shows how two new entrances could 
be added to the barn after the foundation is replaced and excavated 
another 2 1/2 to 3 feet. 
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Students recycle their 
efforts to make a difference 
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“Mother Nature” Amelia Checca gave a 
stellar performance. 


Ss 


Ga school third grade RTI students put on a re- 
cycling play for the entire school late November. 
The play taught students about recycling and how their 
efforts to recycle paper and glue sticks can make a dif- 
ference. The play was presented in honor of America 
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Recycles Day, which was also in November. The school 
also held a can and bottle drive, has recycled glue sticks 
and held a paper free school day in November. All 
teachers were encouraged to participate. 


The entire cast with their director/teacher Tammy Rumplik, who wrote the play and had it 
aired on the local community access channel. Pictured are: Nicholas Donovan, Abbey Hil- 
dreth, Selma Rahman, Amelia Checca, Amelia Elison, Greta Halford, Alison Davenport, and 


Kaitlin Mercure. 


photos or any 

others you see in one of 
our Turley Publications 
by going to www. 


During their rap song finale, Alison Davenport, Greta Halford, Ab- turley2.smugmug.com. 


bey Hildreth and Nicholas Donovan had the audience all chanting, 


“reduce, reuse, recycle.” 


Nicholas Donovan and Amelia Elison. 


A moment to smile and breathe backstage. Pictured here, Kaitlin 
Mercure, Greta Halford and Selma Rahman share a moment be- 
fore making their big debut. 


Turley Publications photos | 
by Connie J. Casagrande 
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Ending on a high note with a rap song are Nicholas Donovan, Amelia 
Checca, Amelia Elison, Kaitlin Mercure and Selma Rahman. 
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Agawam High School Counseling bulletin 7 ¢fetti named 


College Acceptances: 

Tyler Moccio: Lasell College 

Ashley Lindeland: Curry College, Lasell 
College, Colby-Sawyer College 

Derek Lottermoser: Florida Gulf Coast 
University, Eckard College 

Shannon Proulz: Fitchburg State Univer- 
sity 

Sabrina Serra: Western New England Uni- 
versity, Nichols College 

Carly Fellion: American International 
College 

Elizabeth Caracciolo: Coastal Carolina 
University 

Caitlin Kamenelis: University of New 
England 

Ashley Florence: Salem State University 

Mark Guidetti: Florida Institute of Tech- 


Seniors 


nology 

Rachel Wielgus: American International 
College, Bay Path College 

FAFSA Day (College Goal Sunday): A 
volunteer driven program providing free as- 
sistance to students and families seeking to 
complete the FAFSA, the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid on January 27 at 1 
p.m. Families have a choice of attending the 
program at Holyoke Community College 
or American International College. Parents 
should bring their FAFSA Pin (www.pin. 
ed.gov), Social Security number, driver’s 
license number, most recent federal tax re- 
turn, most recent W-2 or year-end pay stub, 
untaxed income records, bank statement(s), 
business and investment records and Alien 
Registration Card (if not a U.S. Citizen). For 


more information, visit www.fafsaday.org. 

College Applications: They are past due. 
Please turn in to your counselor immedi- 
ately. 

Scholarships: See your counselor or vis- 
it the websites for more information or an 
application: Henry David Thoreau Schol- 
arships; Big Y Scholarship; Christian A. 
Herter Memorial Scholarship; Burger King 
Scholars; Mensa Education and Research 
Foundation Scholarships; Ithaca College’s 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Scholar Program; 
Mark Bavis Leadership Foundation; Nation- 
al Multiple Sclerosis Society; The Gallery 
Collection Create-A-Greeting-Card Scholar- 
ship; Gates Millennium Scholars; Skidmore 
College; FIRST Scholarships; United Negro 
College Fund. 


to dean’s list 


Cristina Zaffetti, of Feeding Hills, 
a member of the Class of 2016, has 
been named to the dean’s list for the 
fall semester at Assumption College. 
To be named to the dean’s list, stu- 
dents must achieve a grade point aver- 
age of 3.5 or higher. Zaffetti is study- 
ing to become a speech pathologist. 


| Agawam ee Center ; Golden Agers plan Myrtle Beach trip 


rc ——— —— — 
| 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1 p.m., Free Blood | 
Weekly calendar Pressure Clinic, Pitch; 1:30 p.m., Open 
| O yf events Art Class; 2 p.m., Melody Band Practice; | 
6:30 p.m., Pitch. 

| Monday, Jan. 7: 8 a.m., Chapter 2 Mo- Friday, Jan. 11: 9:15 a.m., Oil Painting; | 
hegan Sun Trip; 8:15 a.m., Weight Train- 9:30 a.m., Hand and Foot Card Game, 

| ing, Yoga; 9:30 a.m., Line Dancing; 10:30 — Beginners Computer Class; 10 a.m., Tai | 
a.m., Office Hours with Sen. Knapik; Chi; 11:15 a.m., Yoga; Noon, Canasta; 1 
11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., Bingo, _.m., Pitch, Cribbage; 5 p.m., Zumba with 

| Diabetes Information in Garden Room; 5 Donna 
p.m., Zumba with Donna. 

| Tuesday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m., S.H.I.N.E. (by L h 
appt.), Knitting, Sewing, Exercise; 10 uncon menu 
a.m., Computer Club Meets; 12:30 p.m., 

| Ladies Billiards, Movie (“What to Expect Monday, Jan 7: Chicken breast supreme, | 
When You’re Expecting”), Mah Jongg; mashed potatoes, peas and carrots, apples. 

| 4:30 p.m., Yoga, 6 p.m., Beginner Line Tuesday, Jan. 8: Mushroom cheeseburg- | 
Dance; 6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing Class. er, lettuce and tomato, potato salad, birth- 

| Wednesday, Jan. 9: 8:15 am., Yoga, day cake. | 
Weight Training; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; § Wednesday, Jan. 9: Baked ham, sweet 

| 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1:30 p.m., Golden Ag- potatoes, peas, mixed fruit. | 
ers Chapter I meeting; 5 p.m., Zumba with Thursday, Jan. 10: Peppersteak, mashed 
Donna. potatoes, cauliflower, pudding. 

| Thursday, Jan. 10:9 a.m., Exercise;9:30 — Friday, Jan. 11: Tomato Florentine soup, 
a.m., Quilting; 10 am., Line Dancing; tuna sandwich, three-bean salad, apricots. 

fe ee ee eee ee a ee 


The Agawam Golden Agers Chapter 
Two will host a trip to Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
May 5 through May 10. 

The cost of this trip, which is open to the 
public, is $799 per person (double occu- 
pancy) and will include accommodations 
at the Ocean Reef Resort located on the 
beach, 10 meals and three shows. Every 


By Darcy Davis 


Some of the new songs to be 
added to the “sing-along” folder 
for the second week include a few 
of the Jerome Kern songs that were 
done a few years ago. These in- 
clude “Can’t Help Singing,’ “’m 
Old Fashioned,” “All Through the 
Day,’ “Long Ago and Far Away” 
and Why Do I Love You.” 

A few old-timers will also be 


Purchase these photos or any others you see 
in one of our Turley Publications by going to 
www.turley2.smugmug.com. 


SmugMug 


Public AuctioN 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 10" at 11:00 A.M. 
MORTGAGEP’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


e SOUTHWICK « 


8 ROOM / 35 BEDROOM 
2-STORY 


COLONIAL STYLE HOME 


on 1/2 ACRE of LAND 
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES” 


3 South Longyard Road SOUTHWICK, MA 


To be sold on the Premises 


Features: * 2-Story Colonial Style Home * +42 Acre of Land ¢ 


° Total of (8) Rooms, (5) Bedrooms & (2) Baths * +2,175 S/F of Gross Living Area ¢ 


¢ Oil - Hot Water Baseboard Heat Pinewood Floors * Clapboard Siding 
¢ Partial Basement * 2-Car Attached Garage * Public Water & Sewer ¢ 
¢ Concrete Patio, w/ Decorative Wall ¢ Stockade Fence 
° 10’ x 16’ Storage Shed * 200 Amp Electrical Service 
*Woned: Agriculture & Conservation, (AC) *X 
Floor Plan Available on our Website 


Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney David A. Lavenburg 
OF THE FIRM OF Kroll, McNamara, Evans & Delehanty, LLP 
65 Memorial Road, West Hartford, CT 
Attorneys for Mortgagee 
Terms of Sale: $5,000.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 
Additional Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 


Springfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA 
413-733-5238 © 610-853-6655 
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451) 
MA Auc. Lic. #161 ¢ PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L 


www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@ posnik.com 


THE BETTER 
WATER COMPANY. 


We target hard water and help 
make your water the best it can be. 
Dont live with hard water spotting or scale buildup in 
pipes and appliances. Culligan makes cleaning easier and 
extends the life of your appliances and plumbing. Just say 
“Hey Culligan Man! When it comes to hard water, we 
learned the hard way by putting Culligan” water softeners 
to the test for over 70 years. You have hard water? We 
have solutions. 


Hard water? Easy solutions! That’s Culligan. 


Culligan of New England 


800-842-1116 
getculligan.com 


Culdigam. 


better water. pure and simple. 


room is oceanfront with private balcony. 
This resort is located on the beach and 
has indoor and outdoor pools, a whirlpool, 
sauna and oceanfront dining. Overnight 
stops will be made in Virginia to and from 
Myrtle Beach. 

For more information or reservations, 
contact Art Usher at 786-3567. 


Notes from the Music Room 


added — “Tea for Two,’ “Seems Like Old 
Times,” “You Tell Me Your Dream,” 
“Grand Old Flag” and “Who’s Sorry 
Now.” 

You don’t have to be a member of 
the chorus, so come along and join 
in for the Tuesday “after the movie 
sing-alongs.” Your suggestions for 
songs can also be included during the 
month of January. 
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‘Agawam takes top spot at Tomkiel 


Win 12 out of 14 divisions 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM — Agawam outlasted nine other teams and 
placed 12 of 14 wrestlers in the top four as they captured the 
victory in the Phil Tomkiel Holiday Wrestling Tournament 
last Thursday. 

Agawam scored 210.5 points, far ahead of second-place 
finishing Chicopee Comp, which finished with 177.5 points. 

Neighboring Southwick scored 135 points and placed 
third in the tournament. 

Agawam had an excellent day and crowned five individual 
champions, Connor Liebel, Brennen Liebel, Fred Karl-Mo- 
rin, Nick Blais and Zach Lamsey. 

Chicopee Comp also performed well, crowning three indi- 
vidual champions. Southwick had two champions. 

Brennen Liebel had just one victory en route to a cham- 
pionship at 113 pounds. Liebel scored a quick pinfall in the 
semifinals and then won by injury default over Southwick’s 
Trevor Bengston. Bengston had a 33-second pinfall in the 
semifinals before being unable to compete in the finals. 

Connor Liebel was the champion at 120 pounds, defeating 
Chris Galvin of Westfield in 56 seconds. The win was also 
Liebel’s 100th victory of his high school career, a victory 
coming at home. Liebel won three matches in the tourna- 
ment. 

Gabe DeGray of Southwick won the championship match 
at 126 pounds, getting a first-round pinfall over Jason Vargas 


Please see WRESTLING, page 14 


a 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Nick Hope wrestles at the heavyweight position. 


Lady Brownies stop Panthers 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam girls basketball team was back 
in action last Friday night as they came out of the holiday 
with a big victory over visiting Cathedral, winning 57-39 at 
Clifford B. Kibbe Gymnasium. 

The Brownies came out flat to start the game, but built a 
lead at halftime and had a great second half with excellent 
defense to lock up the win before the fourth quarter started. 

Agawam trailed 11-9 to start the game and had trouble 
finding the basket. Their defense improved in the second 
quarter and better shooting gave the Brownies a 25-20 lead 
heading into the break. 

In the third quarter, Agawam would start out with a 9-3 
scoring drive to take control early on. Cathedral would come 
back with a pair of scores and cut the lead to 36-27, staying 
within striking distance. 

After a 3-pointer, Danielle Stratton returned with a layup. 
That would be followed by a 3-pointer from Paige Preston 


3 A Fe a ae ze 
Aeawant Ss ne Smith makes a pass after pass- 
Ing midcourt. 


Turley Publications photos by Giaen A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Danielle Stratton dribbles down 
court. She scored 13 points in a win over Ca- 
thedral on Dec. 28. 


and a layup by Christie Mirsk1. 

The three straight scores by Agawam would allow the 
Brownies to take a 43-30 lead to the end of the third quarter. 

To start the fourth quarter, Alexa Smtih was fed an inside 
pass. She would then sink an impressive layup to make it 45- 
30, putting more distance between Agawam and Cathedral. 

Later in the quarter, Alycia Rackliffe and Angela Vecchi- 
arelli sank free throws and Margaret Frawley followed with 
a 3-pointer and Agawam kept their lead up 50-35. 

Cathedral had some chances to score at times, but poor 
shooting kept them from making a meaningful come back. 

Agawam would outscore Cathedral 32-19 in the second 
half. 

The Brownies got a great night from Rackliffe and Strat- 
ton. They each scored 13 points to lead all scorers. Frawley, 
Preston, and Vecchiarelli all had seven points each. 

Agawam improved to 2-2 on the regular season. 


Please see GIRLS BASKETBALL, page 15 


Liebel reaches 


victory milestone 


Crosses 100-win plateau 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - It was an even 100 for Connor Liebel 
once he completed his victory at the Agawam-hosted 
Phil Tomkiel Holiday Wrestling Tournament last 
Thursday. 

Liebel captured the 120-pound crown to win the 
tournament in his weight class. During his impressive 
day that included three victories, Leibel captured two 
pins and a technical fall. His two pinfall victories, 
including a 56-second pin over second-seeded Chris 
Galvin of Westfield High School, took less than two 
minutes. 

Liebel was the number one seed in the tournament 
and captured a 38-second pin over Evan Beswick of 
Chicopee Comprehensive, and then scored a techni- 
cal fall 16-0 over Belchertown’s Troy Doming in the 
semifinals. 

Due to the severe weather, fewer teams participated 
in the tournament this year. But Liebel had one of the 
most competitive brackets in the tournament. 

His ease of victory does not reflect who Liebel is, 
and his coaching staff and even his athletic director 
agree. 

“He is one of those kids that does not just go and do 
well,’ said Athletic Director David Stratton. “He goes 
out and he does the work.” 

Coach Armondo Ramos said Liebel not only works 
hard to do well for himself, but he is always there for 
his teammates. 

“He’s a three-year captain,’ said Ramos. “That’s 
unheard of in any sport. I believes this has happened 
because his teammates have tremendous respect for 
his work ethic. I never have to worry about him or 
remind to step it up in practice because he is always 
intense.” 

Ramos says Liebel has earned the respect of not 
only Agawam’s players and coaches, but the commu- 
nity and other coaches in the wrestling community. 

“He is very well respected in the wrestling com- 


Please see LIEBEL, page 15 
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Brownies start strong, but fall to Minnechaug 


By Dave Forbes . | | | — . ai 


Turley Publications Sports Staff Writer 


AGAWAM - The Agawam boys basketball team played a 
thrilling matchup with rival Minnechaug on Thursday, Dec. 
27, but ended up coming out on the short end in a 70-67 de- 
feat at the hands of the Falcons. 

Agawam (1-6) jumped out to a 23-14 advantage after the 
first quarter and still had a 35-30 lead heading to the locker 
room, but a 24-11 Minnechaug run in the third quarter proved 
to be the downfall for the Brownies. 

Agawam would respond by winning the fourth quarter, 
21-16, but that would not be enough for the Brownies to pull 
off the comeback. 

Tyler Desrosiers finished with a game-high 24 points for 
Agawam. Teammate Patrick Oleksak helped out with 21, 
while Jordan Venne and T.J. Lockwood even had seven. 


Dave Forbes is the sports editor for Turley Publications. 
He can be reached at dforbes@ turley.com or by calling 413- 
283-8393 ext. 237. 


The Week Ahead 


Friday, Jan. 4 


Hockey , 
Belchertown at Agawam (at Olympia) , — Se 
Swimming Agawam’s Tyler Desrosiers (25) puts up a shot Agawam’s Tyler Lyne (4) puts up a jump shot as 
Minnechaug at Agawam m. in the paint. he leans in. 


Tk | 


- . > « * Lam ‘ /~ é. "a 
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Saturday, Jan. 5 
Hockey 
Central at Agawam 


Sunday, Jan. 6 
No games scheduled. 


Monday, Jan. 7 
Boys Basketball 
West Springfield at Agawam 


Tuesday, Jan. 8 
Girls Basketball 
Agawam at Northampton 
Skiing 
Agawam at PVIAC Meet 
(at Berkshire East in Charlemont) 
Swimming 
Agawam at Easthampton 


Wednesday, Jan. 9 
Wrestling 
Central at Agawam 


Thursday, Jan. 10 
Boys Basketball 
Northampton at Agawam 
Skiing 
Agawam at PVIAC Meet 
(at Berkshire East in Charlemont) 


<i Jn a 
Agawam’s Patrick Oleksak sails through the air Turley Publications photo by David Henry sweetdogphotos.com 
towards the basket for a layup. Agawam’s Jordan Venne goes up for a shot in 
the paint. 


Support the local NOTICE 


businesses that = 
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
support your requested to check their ad- 


vertisement the first time it 
local hewspaper. appears. This paper will not 


Let them know you be responsible for more than : INC 
one corrected insertion, nor AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE —_—_\— 
saw their ad in the will be liable for any error in | | 
an advertisement to a greater V&F IS YOUR FULL SERVICE MAINTENANCE FACILITY, FROM FACTORY MAINTANENCE TO COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS 


Agawam extent than the cost of the 
‘ space occupied by the item 
Advertiser in the advertisement. 


Need A Mattress? Mani . 


King $299 On Most Repairs 
Queen $199 = 
Full $169 ECH-NET AN vi) 
AAD 


: Professional 
Twin $129 —— 
Sigma Mattress Factory 


69 Garden Street HOURS: M — F 7:30 — SPM; y J Stephanie, Roe Sheila Paier psa & Frank V. Palange 
Feeding Hills 413-789-108 SAT. 7:30AM — Noon Ss Family owned and operated since 1988 


www.sigmamattress.com 
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Agawam Little League signups 
set for Jan. 7 

AGAWAM - Agawam Little League regis- 
tration for spring 2013 will be held on Mon- 
day, Jan. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library. 

Registration fees for the 2013 season will 
be: T-Ball (4 years old) $50; Instructional 
(5-6 years old) $70; Minors (7-9 years old), 
AAA (9-12 years old) and Majors (10-12 
years old) $90; Seniors (13-16 years old) 
$110. 

For families with more than one child 
playing the first child is full price, second 
child is half price and any additional chil- 
dren will be $20. 

The Objective of Agawam Little League is 
to install the ideals of good sportsmanship, 
teamwork, physical well-being, discipline 
and respect for authority. We are in need of 
individuals in all capacities. We encourage 
all to attend this registration to learn more 
about the organization and ways that you 
may be able to assist. 

Please go to www.agawamilittleleague. 
com for more information. 


Local free throw shooting contest 

SOUTHWICK - All boys and girls ages 
10 to 14 are invited to participate in the local 
level of competition for the Knights of Co- 
lumbus Free Throw Championship. 

The local competition in Southwick will 
be held on Wednesday, Jan. 16, at Powder 
Mill School, with a start time of 2:30 p.m. 

Snow date will be on the following 
Wednesday, Jan. 23 at the same time and 
same location. 

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship is sponsored annually with 
winners progressing through local, district, 
and state competition. International cham- 
pions are announced by the K of C interna- 
tional headquarters based on scores from the 
state level competitions. All boys and girls 
10 to 14 years old are eligible to participate 
and will compete in respective age divisions. 
Last year more than 120,000 sharpshooters 
participated in over 3,600 local competi- 
tions. 

All contestants on the local level are rec- 
ognized for their participation in the event. 
Participants are required to furnish proof of 
age and written parental consent. 

For entry forms or additional information, 
please contact: Past Grand Knight Al Matos 
and Free Throw coordinator for Fr. Thomas 
Shea Council 11178 in Southwick 413-569- 
6914 or your physical education teacher at 
Powder Mill Middle School. 


Winter schedule available online 
AGAWAM - The Parks and Recreation 
winter brochure is now available online at 
www.agawam.ma.us. 
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Food Pantry Falcons fundraiser: 

SPRINGFIELD - Please join the Westfield 
Food Pantry for a night out to see the Spring- 
field Falcons vs. the Providence Bruins, Jan. 
12, 2013 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are available for $15; a $3 dis- 
count. These are great seats, with most on 
the ice. There will be a jersey raffle held the 
night of the game. 

All proceeds will help us to serve our 850 
monthly clients. 

Deadline for tickets 1s Jan. 7, 2013. 

Please call or email Rebecca at 413-572- 
0802, email: director @westfieldfoodpantry. 
org. 


Westfield State to offer boating 


safety course 

WESTFIELD — The Division of Gradu- 
ate and Continuing Education will be offer- 
ing boating safety on Tuesday nights, Feb. 5 
through April 9 from 7 to 9:15 p.m. 

Taught by qualified U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary instructor Bob Madison, _ this 
course includes information on boat con- 
struction, life jackets, trailer handling, boat 
handling, the waterway marking system, 
reading buoys, day markers, lights, rules 
you must follow, inland boating, introduc- 
tion to navigation, charts, chart tools boat 
motors, lines and knots, basic weather, and 
your boat radio. This course is a must for 
all beginners as well as serious boaters and 
satisfies all state’s requirements for licens- 
ing. A certificate will be issued when you 
pass the final exam. This course is designed 
for adults, as well as children as young as 
seventh grade. The required book ($35) will 
be available from the instructor on the first 
night of class. 

The cost of this course is $25 for commu- 
nity members. Registration will be accepted 
until the first night of class. For more infor- 
mation and to register, please contact Bran- 
don Fredette at 413-572-8033 or bfredette @ 
westfield.ma.edu or visit our website at- 
www.westfield.ma.edu/neighbors/commu- 
nity-education. 


To get your organization’s information 
placed in the Agawam Advertiser News, con- 
tact Sports Editor Dave Forbes at 413-283- 
5393 ext. 237 or send an email to dforbes @ 
turley.com. 


APTURE 


To purchase these 
photos go to www. 
turley2.smugmug.com. 


Pioneer Valley Youth Hockey Association, Inc. 
Designated by Massachusetts Hockey as the only 
Home Town Program for residents of: Agawam, Chicopee, 
Granby, Holyoke, South Hadley, West Springfield 


Winter 2013 Learn to Skate / Learn to Play Program 
January oth through March 23rd 


LEARN TO SKATE - SATURDAYS, 10:30 - 11:15 AM 
LEARN TO PLAY - SATURDAYS, 11:15 - 11:50 AM 
Fitzpatrick Rink in Holyoke (right off of Route 391) 

Cost: $45.00 per session 


WHY PAY MORE? 


For Information visit: www.pioneervalleyhockey.org 


WRESTLING, from page 12 


of Comp. DeGray has been continuing to 
improve and was coming off a previous great 
performance at a Division | dominated tour- 
nament in Taunton. 

Joe Gauthier would score the victory at 
145 pounds. He would defeat East Wind- 
sor’s Isiash Davies in 1:57. 

Karl-Morin had one of the best days of 
any competitor, scoring three first-round 
pinfalls. He would reach the finals after just 
about three minutes of total wrestling. He 
would then defeat Kyle Nutting of Westfield 
to capture the title at 160 pounds. Nutting 
was the top-seeded wrestler in that weight 
class. 

Lamsey captured the 195-pound crown, 
wrestling two matches for just over two min- 
utes total. He defeated Carlos Negron of 
Comp in 32 seconds in the final round. 

Blais captured the 220-pound win. He de- 
feated Nick Fernandez of East Windsor in 
less than a minute. 

The tournament was a little less attended 
than in previous years with just 10 teams. 
Agawam has typically held the holiday tour- 
nament on a Tuesday. Due to the Christmas 
holiday falling on that day this year, the tour- 
nament conflicted with Holyoke’s Knight- 
Hawk Tournament. 

Dean Tech is among several teams that of- 
ten also attend Agawam’s tournament. This 
year, Granby and East Windsor, (Conn.) were 
among new teams joining in the tournament. 
Granby Memorial High School crowned one 
individual champion. 

Agawam coach Armondo Ramos compli- 
mented his team on a job well done in the 
tournament. 

“We had a tremendous effort,’ said Ra- 
mos. “Twelve out 14 kids placed in the top 
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four and we had eight in the finals with five 
champs. We got an outstanding individual 
effort with Brennan Liebel at 113 pounds 
who beat an outstanding wrestler from 
Southwick who was a finalist in last years 
Tomkiel. Fred Karl-Morin and Zack Lam- 
sey also had great wins by beating returning 
Western Mass. place winners in the finals.” 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Agawam’s Bryce Affelito wrestles a 
consolation match at 182 pounds. 


Turley Publications photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Blake Tetrault has a match in the consolation bracket at 182 


pounds. 


SPHINGFIELD FALCONS HOCKEY 


HATCHED 


SPRINGFIELD 
sete 


PHESENTED BY: 


FALCONSAHL.COM 


AND HUNGRY! 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 4 


"“BRIBDOBP OR T- 


MGM @) SPRINGFIELD 


Pty ; 


413.739.G0AL 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL, from page 12 


After opening up the year with a big vic- 
tory against Central, Agawam struggled for 
two straight games, losing to East Long- 
meadow, and on Dec. 21, they were defeated 
by neighboring West Springfield, 47-41. 

Against the Terriers, the two teams con- 
tinuously traded the lead back and forth 
with the Brownies leading at halftime. West 
Springfield would come back to tie at the 
end of the game. 


LIEBEL, from page 12 


munity not only for his abilities but for the 
way he carries himself,’ said Ramos. “He 
is always courteous and humble despite his 
success. I often get complements from other 
coaches for the way he conducts himself. He 
is really a pleasure to coach.” 

Ramos said Liebel’s victory in the tour- 
nament and his 100th victory are both well- 
deserved and show Liebel’s commitment to 
wrestling since he was very young. 

“Connor wrestled very well in the Tomkiel 
and dominated each match,’ said Ramos. 
“When you win 100 matches it proves that 
you have been dominant for several years. 
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LADY BROWNIES RING FOR 
SALVATION ARMY 


The difference was a 6-0 run by West 
Springfield in overtime to capture the win. 

Agawam starts the new year when they 
play Thursday at Cathedral in a rematch of 
their Dec. 28 game. The game will begin at 
7 p.m. and be played at the High School of 
Science and Technology. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


This is the case for Connor. 

“He started wrestling at an early age. By 
the time he made to ninth grade he was a 
seasoned veteran. When you get the com- 
bination of talent, experience, and work 
ethic the results speak for themselves. 100 
wins is an exceptional accomplishment that 
very few ever get to achieve and to do at our 
home tournament made it that much more 
special.” 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 
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Turley Publications submitted photo 


AGAWAM - Recently members of the Agawam girls varsity basketball 
team donated their time and rang the bell for the Salvation Army out- 
side of Stop and Shop. Pictured are: (from left to right) Paige Preston, 
Danielle Stratton, Margaret Frawley, Christie Mirski and Alexa Smith. 


Legal Notices 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
on Thursday, January 10, 
2013 at 6:50 PM at the 
Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper Street, Agawam, 
Mass. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability of Cameron 
Sports Complex, LLC for 
property located at 32 Shoe- 
maker Lane. 

By Order of Henry A. 
Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation 
Commission 

1/3/13 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Thursday, 
January 10, 2013 at 6:40 
PM, at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose 
of this hearing will be to hear 
the petition of DePalma for 
work to be performed on 
497 South Westfield Street 
subject to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act. 

By Order of Henry A. 
Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation 
Commission 

1/3/13 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 


Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
on Thursday, January 10, 
2013 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper Street. Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear the 
petition of Charles Calabrese 
for work to be performed on 
Lot 12 Barn Road subject to 
the Wetlands Protection Act. 

By Order of Henry A. 
Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation 
Commission 

1/3/13 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
on Thursday, January 10, 
2013 at 6:45 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street. Agawam, MA. 
The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the petition of 
Charles Calabrese for work 
to be performed on Lot 25 
Country Road subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act. 

By Order of Henry A. 
Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation 
Commission 

1/3/13 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 
January 22, 2013 
7:00 PM Doering 
Middle School 
68 Main Street, Agawam 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Adver- 
tiser News should be sent directly to klanier@turley.com. 
Karen Lanier processes all legals for this newspaper and 
can answer all of your questions regarding these notices. 
Please indicate the newspapers and publication date(s) for 
the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. For ques- 
tions regarding coverage area, procedures or cost, please 
call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x27]. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly newspa- 
pers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit www.turley. 


com for more information. 


FY 2013 Agawam & East 
Longmeadow Regional 
CDBG Application 

The Agawam City Coun- 
cil, in conjunction with the 
Town of East Longmeadow, 
will conduct a Public Hear- 
ing on January 22, 2013 
at 7:00 PM at the Doering 
Middle School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam regarding a 
resolution on the FY 2013 
Agawam & East Longmead- 
ow Community Assistance 
application to the Massa- 
chusetts Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development block grant 
program (CDBG). The two 
towns are considering apply- 
ing jointly for $900,000 in 
grant funds for the following 
projects: 

Housing Rehabilitation 
Program (Agawam and East 
Longmeadow) 

Housing Authority 
Improvements (Agawam and 
East Longmeadow) 

ADA Self-Evaluation and 
Transition Plans (Agawam 
and East Longmeadow) 

Sidewalk Improvements 
(Springfield Street, Agawam) 

If awarded, the Town of 
Agawam, through the Office 
of the Mayor, will be resp- 
onsible for the grant. The 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC) will 
assist the Mayor’s office and 
will oversee grant adminis- 
tration and project implemen- 
tation in both communities. 

Any persons or organi- 
zations having questions or 
comments concerning the FY 
2013 application will have 
an opportunity to be heard. 
Written comments may be 
submitted to the Agawam 
Planning & Community 


Development Department, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA 
01001, Attn: Debbie Dachos. 
The Doering School is 
handicapped accessible. 
Persons who require special 
accommodations for the pub- 
lic hearing should contact the 
town at least one week prior 
to the hearing date at (413) 
786-0400 ext. 8738. For 
further information, contact 
Andrew Loew or Christopher 
Dunphy at PVPC at (413) 
781-6045. 
Richard A. Cohen, 
Mayor, Town of Agawam 
1/3/13 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the Aga- 
wam Public Library Con- 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, January 14, 2013 
at 6:30PM for all parties 
interested in the appeal of 
Soldier On Development & 
Management Co. and Soldier 
On Veteran Village II, LLC 
which is seeking a revi- 
sion to a previously grant- 
ed Comprehensive Permit 
(Case # 1886, dated March 
12, 2012) in accordance 
with M.G.L. Chapter 40B, 
Sections 20-23 to construct 
an addition to the structure 
located at the premises iden- 
tified as 702 South Westfield 
Street. 

Doreen Prouty 

Chairperson 

Agawam Board of Appeals 
12/27/12,1/3/13 


Prevention 1s superior to treatment 


noire 


HEALTH. 


Health Food Store 


307 E Main St Rte 20, 
Westfield, MA 01085 


(next to Price Rite Grocery) 


413 568-8333 


¢ Vitamins ¢ Herbs 
e Supplements 


Gluten-Free Foods 
www.choice-health.com 


WYLLIE 
RECOGNIZED 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Realtor Jim Wyllie, of Benton Real Estate 
Company, Inc., was recognized and hon- 
ored for his 15 years of real estate service 
in the Pioneer Valley at the Realtor Asso- 
ciation of Pioneer Valley holiday lunch held 
last month at Chez Josef in Agawam. 


www.vermetteauto.com 


Don Vermette 
Owner 


VERMETTE 


AUTO BODY INC. 
Quality Collision Repairs 


233 Garden Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


phone: 413-786-8226 
fax: 413-786-6822 


FREE ESTIMATES e WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES e MA REG. 
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STOP 


NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
* SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
* CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
* BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 

Or any other 
personal information 
To someone 
you don't know 
when answering 
an advertisement. 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


QUEEN PILLOW TOP mattress 
set NEW in plastic with Warranty 
from Serta $150 Full and King sets 
also available can deliver call or 
text Dan 413-282-8360 


WINTERGARDEN  (413)267- 


3786, (413)539-1472. Auction 
of Americana and More! 10:00 
AM, January 5, 2013. Quaboag 
Country Club, Palmer Rd., Rt. 


32, Monson, MA. Visit our 
webpage for over 200 Photos 
and Details 


www.wintergardenauction.com 
Auctionzip.com #8223 


EASY STREET ANTIQUES. 
Buying antique & _ vintage 
glassware, pottery, Hummels, 


jewelry, watches, military, toys, 
Legos, hunting, fishing, stringed 
instruments, books, tools, & more. 
We also provide estate sale 
services. 
www.ezstreetantiques.com 

or (413)626-8603. 


Firewood 


2 YRS. SEASONED Red & White 
Oak, Mixed Hardwood $200/cord. 
Same day deivery 1-4 cords. Cut, 
split, delivered. Monson (413)657- 
6143. 


WALL SEASONED!!! RED & 
WHITE OAK, over a_ cord 
guaranteed. Cut, split, prompt 
delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
HARDWOODS. Cut, split, 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. 
R.T. Smart & Sons. 1-413-267- 
3827. 


ACT NOW - QUALITY | full 
seasoned hardwood c/s/d Fast 
response and delivery. S & K 
Firewood (413)267-3100 or 1-800- 
607-5296. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 
cut, split and delivered. Prompt 
delivery. MC/Visa Westview 
Farms, 111 East Hill Road, 
Monson (413)267-9631. 


Debarked Cut & Split Firewood 
Seasoned Firewood Special, 
$200 PER CORD 
Non Debarked Firewood $175 per 
cord 
Delivery Available 
Rocky Mountain Wood Co. 
413-596-2348 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $175.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. Approx. 7 cords per truck 
load. $650 delivered locally. Price 
subject to change. Also specialize 
in heat treated kiln dried firewood. 
Insect free. Dryness guaranteed 
1-800-373-4500. 


Hay For Sale 


CLEAN STRAW, 1ST and 2nd 
cutting hay for sale. Westview 
Farms (413)267-9631 


Miscellaneous 


ACR METAL ROOFING/SIDING 
Dist. Quality products, low prices, 
metal roofing and trims. Complete 
garage & barn packages, lumber, 
trusses. Delivery available. Free 
literature. 1-800-325-1247, 
www.acrmetal.com 


AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN here. 
Become an Aviation Maintenance 
Tech. FAA approved training. 
Financial aid if qualified. Housing 
available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 877-534- 
5970. 


ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from home. “Medical, “Business, 
*Criminal Justice, “Hospitality. Job 
placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized 877-203-1086. 
www.Centuraonline.com 


MAINTENANCE 
TRAINING Financial Aijd if 
qualified. Job Placement 
Assistance. Call National Aviation 
Academy Today! FAA Approved. 
Classes starting soon! 1-(800)292- 
3228 or NAA.edu 


AVIATION 


HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFT- 
ED? Contact Woodford Bros. Inc. 
for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame 
repairs at  1-800-OLD-BARN, 
www.woodfordbros.com 
MAHIC#155877; CTHIC#571557; 
RICRB#22078. 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/FLUTE/VIOLIN/TRUM 
PET/Trombone/Amplifier/Fender 
Guitar, $69 each. Cello/Upright 
Bass/Saxophone/French 
Horn/Drums, $185 ea. 
Tuba/Baritone Horn/Hammond 
Organ. Others 4 sale. 1-516-377- 
7907. 


OLD CARPENTER - TOOLS 
wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 


WANTED ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES Furniture, 


Advertising signs, Toys, Dolls, 
Trains Crocks & Jugs, Musical 
Instruments, Sterling Silver & 
Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books, 
Vintage Clothing, 


Primitives, 
Military items, Old Lamps. 
Anything old. Contents of attics, 
barns and homes. One item or 
complete estate. Call (413)267- 
3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR 
PRICES!!! 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 


+ www.turley.com +¢ 


READ IT!!! 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS “in the Old Monson 
Bowling Alley” We are buying 
all types of Antiques and 
Collectibles!! Simply Bring your 
items iin for a Free Evaluation 
and/ or Cash Offer!! All Gold 
and Silver Items to include; 
jewelry, costume and estate 
pcs., wrist/ pocket watches, 
class ring, etc., broken or not. 
Silverware sets, trays, 
trophies, etc., Coins of all sorts, 
Proof sets, Silver dollars and 
other coinage collections! All 
types of Old Advertising 
Signs, Military items to include 
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, 
guns, medals, uniforms, 
helmets etc. Old toys, train 
sets, dolls, metal trucks, old 
games, model car kits from the 
‘60s, old bicycles, 
motorcycles, pedal cars, 
Matchbox, action figures, Pre- 
1970’s Baseball cards, comic 
books, etc.! Old picture frames, 
prints and oil paintings, old 
fishing equipment, lures, tackle 
boxes! Post Card albums, old 
coke machines, pinball, juke 
boxes, slot machines, musical 
instruments, guitars of all 
types, banjos, horns, 
accordions, etc. Old cameras, 
microscopes, telescopes, etc. 
This is a general list of some 
items that can be worth Real 
Money. Just like on T.V. We 
buy all things seen’ on 
“Pickers” and the “Pawn 
Shop” shows!! Call or Bring 
your items in to our 4,500 
square foot store!! 64 Main 
Street, Monson (“The Old 
Bowling Alley”) We are your 
Estate _Specialists!!' Over 30 
yrs. in the Antique Business! 
Prompt Courteous Service! 
Open Daily 10:00- 5:00 Sun. 
12:00- 5:00 (413)267-3729. 


RKKKK 


A CALL WE HAUL 
Fast Junk Removal 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates 
Closings, Free Estimates, Attics 
Cleanouts, Appl, Bsmnts. 
Expert demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's accepted 
CALL NOW - 1-800-414-0239 
(413)283-5030 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


*** A. B HAULING AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE*** 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, — sheds, 
demolished. Swimming _ pools 
removed. 20 yd. container, truck 
available. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all work. Lowest 
rates. (413)267-3353, cell 

(413)222-8868. 


*** A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL*** 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 
barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. (413)596-7286, 
(866)517-4285. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 
Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 


rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully — insured. 
(413)547-8500. 


AVERY | 
Home Improvement & Repair 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 


& 413-532-9949 


pep 413-499-3343 


License # 99466 


ACC EDOITOO 
muiess 


Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms « Tile 
Drywall Repair ¢ Interior Painting 
Roofing ¢ Siding « Windows 
Insurance Work 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 508-245-1501, 413-650- 
0126 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


Services 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design er Build Team 


“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 
www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens * Baths * Doors « Additions 
Renovations « Custom Designs e New Homes 


Lifetime Warranty on Craftsmanship 
Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic. &ins, OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


DEMGEN CERTIFIED GENERAC 
generator dealer- install, service, 
maintenance. Demgen offers a 
maintenance program that 
complies with generac warranty 
requirements. For more 
information contact (413)583- 
8972. MA. Lic#20485A Visit Dem- 
Gen.com 


DRYWALL AND _ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


FREE PICK-UP ANY _ metal 
household items, appliances, 
pools, mowers, auto parts, yard 
furniture, grills, fencing, boilers. 
Call (860)970-4787. 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 
One call does it all 
Storm Clean-up 
Snowplowing, 

Fall Clean-ups, 

High Lift Service, 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
www.rlhenterprises.net 
(413)668-6685. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PLUMBING JOBS DONE by fast 
and accurate master plumber. 
Small jobs welcome. Cheap hourly 
rate. LC9070 Paul 413-323-5897. 


Services 


a Sy ey 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable _ prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 or (413)277-5404 
for estimate and information. 
Demers & Sons 
401 Mill Valley Road 
Rte. 181 (across from 
Mill Valley Golf Course) 
Belchertown 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE since 1981. Servicing all 
makes and models of washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, stoves, 
dishwashers, garbage disposals. 
Also dryer vent cleaning and 
emergency refrigeration service. 
(413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Cleaning Services 


J & J Cleaning Service. 
Residential. Serving Hampshire & 
Hamden County. Call for quote on 
appt. (413)539-4175, (413)205- 
6988. 


Find local opportunities 
or list your 
open positions here! 


Turley 


Publications*Inc. 


Printers & Publishers Since 1962 
www.turley.com 


January 3, 2013 AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
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COMPUTER WIZ 
For all your computing needs. 
Trouble shooting, virus 
removal, PC Tune up, 
Laptop Repair. 
Free Diagnostics. 
1605 N Main St., Palmer MA 
(413)283-7500. 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, 
software. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


Eldercare 


DAYSPRING HOME HEALTH 
CARE 
"Compassionate Care at Home" 


www.dayspringhhc.com 
Professional Nurses, Nurses 
Assistants, and Home Health 
Aides. From companion care to 
Hospice. 413-325-8620 


Electrician 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


ELECTRICAL WORK- INEXPEN- 
SIVE and dependable- No job too 
small- Free estimates- Call for 
more info (413)221-0421 Lic 
#E33840. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


Heating & Air Cond. 


GAS FURNACE SERVICE and 
repair. $89 diagnostic includes first 
hour of labor. $89 tune-ups. Nights 
and weekends available. Tony’s 
(413)221-7073. 


HEATING 
& AIR CONDITIONING 
Installation & Service. 
Reasonable Rates. Call Adam 
(413)374-7779 


Home Improvement 


*REASONABLE RATES,* DRY- 
WALL, Sheetrock, Taping, 
Textures, Knock downs, general 
renovations, plaster repairs, 
painting. Insured. Free estimates. 
413-427-4662. Ma Reg 
#274556DA 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall and 
painting services. For all your 
home improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC-License #CS093368. 
(413) 219-6951. 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell (860)301-8283 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Free 
estimates, references. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
- Where Quality § and_ the 
Assurance that your job will be 
done right and on time are always 
#1. Whether it's a roof, siding, 
windows or a deck etc. you can 
count on us! 20 years exp. FULLY 
LICENSED & INSURED. Visit us 
online at 
www.delreohomeimprovement.com 
or call Gary Delcamp = and 
save.413-569-3733 office/fax MA 
Lic. #100821 MA Reg. #156758 
CT Lic. #0620422 


Instruction 


GC/BUILDER’S LICENSE 
COURSE * * Register by Jan 4th. 
Class begins Jan. 7-10 for Ludlow, 
Worcester, Pittsfield, 
Northampton, Greenfield * * 

Call CCl 1-888-833-5207 or 
www.statecertification.com 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Legal Services 


FRESH START/BANKRUPTCY 
CH. 7- From $500 plus filing fee, 
From CH. 13- $1,500 plus filing 
fee. Expires 1/15/13 Law Offices 
of James G. Pepe Jr. (413)262- 
0898. 


BAY VALLEY MASONRY 
All types of Masonry & Tile work. 
Commercial & residential. 
Licensed & insured. 
Adam Ouimette 413-374-7779, 
413-667-8805 


Painting 


FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING interior/ exterior, 
restoration, wallpaper removal, 
drywall repair, pressurewashing. 
Free estimates, references, 
insured. Reduced pricing. Since 
1985. Owner operated. Visit the 
Yellowbook directory. (413)887- 
1987 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Prevent Emergencies Now 
For a Prevention Analysis 

Call LINC For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


Roofing 


A HOLE IN your roof to a Whole 
New Roof! Specializing in hard to 


find leaks. Call N.P. Home 
Improvements for your roofing 
needs. 100% Financing. Major 


credit cards accepted. (413)532- 
7603 


ALL TYPES OF ROOFING, 
shingle, flat and slate. Call Local 
Builders (413)626-5296. Complete 
roofing systems and_ repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Lifetime warranty. 
Senior Discount. 24 hour service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 
years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 
(413)348-9568. 


Snow Removal 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A & M TUNE-UPS 


Push lawnmowers, riding mowers 
and small engine repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike 


A+ ROZELL’S LANDSCAPING & 
TREE SERVICE 
Brush Chipping & Tree Removal 
Snowplowing 
Commercial, Residential 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
413-636-5957 


(413) 348-7967 


AMERICAN TREE SERVICE & 
LANDSCAPING Family owned/ 
operated. Fully insured. Offering 
free estimates! Call today 
(413)725-0386. 10% discount 1st 
time. 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-2950. 


BE A RESPONSIBLE PET OWN- 
ER - Financially needy? Call for 
assistance to spay/neuter your 


cat/dog. 413-565-5383. CON- 
CERNED CITIZENS FOR 
ANIMALS. 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 


Quabbin Village Hills 


HUBBARDSTON 


Circulation: 50,500 


WEST 


HADLEY BROOKFIELD 


20 Base Price 
24.00 


21 Base Price | #2 Base Price| #3 Base Price | 24 Base Price 
24.50 25.00 25.50 26.00 


Base Price 
28.00 


25 Base Price | #© Base Price| #7 Base Price | 28 
26.50 27.00 27.50 

29 Base Price 30 Base Price 31 Base Price 32 Base Price 
28.50 29.00 29.50 30.00 

33 Base Price | >4 Base Price | >> Base Price | >© Base Price 
30.50 31.00 31.50 32.00 

37 Base Price | >3 Base Price| 39 Base Price | 40 Base Price 
32.50 33.00 33.50 34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


WILBRAHAM 
SPRINGFIELD 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin a Hills or the Suburban 


QUABBIN) (SUBURBAN Residential ZONE for $24.00 for 20 words plus 
= = 50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 
NAME PHONE 
First ZONE base price feces ational wort 
ADDRESS 4 $5 
TOWN STATE 7IP Add a second ZONE 
Subtotal 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 
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Classifieds 


Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


January 3, 2013 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace ¢ Wwww.turley.com + 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc. 


Autumn —- 2 y.o. red female, 
bouncy, fun-loving, Jezzy's sister, 
does not seem to be cat safe 


Bigley — 3 1/2 y.o. red male, big 
and beautiful, very gregarious and 
goofy, just a big love, someone 
with energy to walk him will have a 
wonderful companion, seems 
safe with cats and small dogs 


Bowzer — 4 y.o. brindle male, 
bouncy, happy-go-lucky, has a bit 
of sleep startle, loves everyone, 
seems to be cat workable 


Charlie - 5. y.o. black/white 
male, used to home _ life, 
affectionate, lovable, well- 


behaved, easy-going, has some 
special needs but well worth it, 
okay with cats, not small dog safe 


Dancer —- 4 1/2 y.o. red female, 
happy, bouncy, loves to snuggle, 
walks well on leash, seems to 
have recovered well from her 
splenectomy, does not seem to be 
cat safe 


Daylily - 3 1/2 y.o., brindle 
female, happy-go-lucky, likes to 
relax, seems to be cat workable 


DeeDee — 2-1/2 y.o., black tuxedo 
female, quiet, affectionate, 
snuggler, seems to be cat safe 


Robin — 4 y.o. brindle male, alittle 
shy at first but warms up quickly, 
beautiful coloring, loveable, seems 
to be cat workable 


Sammy - 9 1/2 y.o. red male, 
used to home life, listens well but 
would like an experienced owner 
and a quiet, adult household, cat 
workable 


Shelby — 8 1/2 y.o. black female, 
small, sweet and affectionate, low 
maintenance, does stairs, needs 
blood pressure meds and has 
some kidney issues, cat safe ) 


Shep —- 4 1/2 y.o. black tuxedo 
male, fun-loving, happy-go-lucky, 
likes other dogs and people, likes 
toys, does not seem cat safe 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or 
Claire (413) 967-9088 or see us 
Jan. 5 at Dave's Pet City in 
Agawam 11 amto1 pm 


www.greyhoundoptions.org 


Horses 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE, Jump, Show! 
Tiny Trotters Program. Gift 


Certificates available. Licensed 
instructors. Excellent school 
horses- ponies. Boarding, 


Training, Leases. (860)668-1656, 
(860)668-9990 
www.endofhunt.com 


Help Wanted 


DRIVERS: START UP to $.40/mi. 
Home Weekly. CDL-A 6 mos. 
OTR exp. Req. 50 Brand New 
Coronado's you'll be proud to 
drive! 888-406-9046 


GENERAL OFFICE HELP/CUST- 
OMER Service Rep. References 
Required. Send/Fax Resume 
w/references to: Kszepka 
Insurance Agency, P.O. Box 147, 
Three Rivers MA 01080. Fax 413- 
283-6717 


“LUSO FEDERAL CREDIT 
Union is hiring a_ full-time 
Member Service Represent- 


ative. Please send resume to 


info@lusofederal.com or call 
413-589-9966.” 


THE REWARDS ARE ENDLESS- 
become a foster parent! Call today 
to learn about working with 
children and adolescents’ with 
special emotional needs. Call 
Devereux Therapeutic Foster Care 
at 413-734-2493. Call for January 
Training. 


Real Estate 


REAL ESTATE 
ASSOCIATES 


65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


JiL_ A. GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


Evenings call: 


MICHELLE McGUIGAN 413-967-4217 
APRIL ADAMS 413-495-2276 
COURTNEY SHAW 413-289-4450 
MERRIE BROWN 413-668-8190 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 413-477-6624 
VALARIE WILLIAMS 413-658-5471 
TINA BURKE 978-434-6000 
JILL GRAVEL 413-364-7353 


Turley 


Publications” 


Printers & Publishers Since 1962 
www.turley.com 


a, 


Contry 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 


www.Century21 ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM ALL OF US 
TO ALL OF YOU 


WARE: Older home on small side 
street just outside of town. Two 
enclosed porches, nice yard. 
Potential for conversion to income 
property. $93,000 (3 Ross Ave) 


WARE: Great big three unit with 
the major updates done recently. 
Fenced private yard with pool, 
near Mary Lane Hospital. Large 
units never a problem to rent. 
$209,900 (9 Dunham) 


Looking to Build instead of Buy — 
We have several lots in the 
Palmer — Warren area that are 
affordable and allow the country 
lifestyle you seek. Call for details 
and be ready for Spring. 


Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 


Ruth Vadnais 413-967-6326 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 

Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St. George 413-967-3012 
Mary Hicks 508-612-4794 
Alan Varnum 508-867-2727 
Cynthia Kingdon 508-849-7332 


Jeff Toppin 774-200-7964 
Cheryl 
Kaczmarski 413-348-0518 


508-523-0114 
508-331-9031 
508-596-0209 


Bruce Martin 
Joe Chenevert 
Kathy Hosley 


Inc 


Real Estate 
Your Ad 


Could be 
Here!! 


Condos For Sale 


LET IT SNOW! South Hadley 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths, hardwood 
floors, central air, attached 
garage, mountain views from your 
deck, relax and enjoy life at Alvord 
Place $210,000. Call 413-348- 
5707 


Mobile Homes 


JUST LISTED WARE walk to 


Quabbin, 14x67’, 2 bedrooms, 
2008 _~—s shingle ~—s roof, =thermo 
windows, vinyl siding, $57,000 


(413)593-9961 
DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


MONSON - LARGE, 3 - Bedroom 
Apartment, Off - Street Parking, 
Large Private Yard, $850 Monthly, 
Please Call (413) 267-9326 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


HAMPDEN ONE BR apt includes 
all utilities. 1 year lease. (413)335- 
0311 White Birch Apartments 


LUDLOW 6 ROOMS, 1st floor 
$725 + utilities. Stove, refrigerator, 
garbage disposal. st, last, 
security deposit required 
(413)455-9208. 


MONSON, HOUSE, 5 rms, 2 
bdrms, completely renovated, 
energy efficient, stove, fridge, 
microwave, dishwasher, garbage 
disposal. Large yard. Close to 
Town Center. $1,150/ month, no 
utilities. (413)348-5897. 


MONSON. 3 BEDROOM. Com- 
pletely renovated, propane heat, 
lower than oil, $100 towards first 
fill-up. NO PETS!!! $850/ mo. 
F/L/S (413)783-0192. Mr. Allen. 


PALMER 2ND FL, one bedroom, 
kitchen, office, livingroom. Free 
heat & hot water. Nice. No pets 
$800/ mo. No smoking. Storage. 
(508)637-1520 


WARREN 3 BR, w/d hook-ups, 
stove, refrigerator included. 
(413)610-0338. 


Three zones and a whole lot of coverage area! 


Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette e Country Journal 
Chicopee Register * The Journal Register 
The Ludlow Register * Quaboag Current ¢ The Sentinel 
Shopping Guide * Southwick Suffield News ¢ The Holyoke Sun 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times ¢ The Town Common 


Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News 


PALMER ONE & 2 bedroom 


updated apt. Heat/hot water 
included, near MA Pike, off-street 
parking, laundry, appliances. $700 
& $825 (413)596-8208. 


PALMER THREE _ RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 2 
bdrm, $730 month. All units renov. 
w/disposal, dishwashers, micro- 
wave, elec. range, carpets. 
Parking, fishing and playground. 
Cats okay. Call (413)283-9472. 


PALMER. 2 BR $750 & 4 BR 
$1,100, w/d_ hook-up, — eat-in 
kitchen, pantry, yard. Pet OK, off- 
street parking. (413)265-4712, 
(413)283-4898, (617)833-7540 


PALMER. LG. STUDIO. Laundry 
on premises, off-street parking, 
w/w carpeting, quiet, convenient 
location. (413)454-1201. 


SOUTH HADLEY, 2ND FL APT. 2 
BR heat, HW included. No pets. 
Available now. $750/ mo Call 
(413)532-8122. 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


Visit our web site to place your ad with the click of your mouse! 
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Send all community calendar items to the THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will Wednesday, Jan. 9 UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


Agawam Advertiser News at aan@turley. 
com, fax to 786-8457 or mail to 23 South- 
wick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. Please 
list time, date and place of event, contact in- 
formation and a brief description of the ac- 
tivity involved. Deadline for all community 
submissions is noon on Monday. 


Friday, Jan. 4 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUN- 
CIL’S Applause Series will usher in the 
New Year at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St., at 7:30 p.m. with a program of tra- 
ditional New Orleans Dixieland, Blues and 
Ragtime music. The six-man group consists 
of veteran musicians who have performed 
or taught music across the region for years. 
This event is free and open to the public. 


THE SPRINGFIELD SCIENCE MUSE- 
UM’S large rooftop telescope will be open 
for public sky-gazing at 7:30 p.m. The pro- 
grams are best suited for families with chil- 
dren ages eight and older, however younger 
children are welcome. Admission is $3 for 
adults; $2 for children 17 and under. For 
more information, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 
318. 


Arts 


hold a blood drive from noon to 6 p.m. at the 
Agawam Fire Dept., 800 Main St. To make 
an appointment, call (800) 733-2767 or visit 
redcrossblood.org. 


Sunday, Jan. 6 


A CARD, COIN AND MEMORABILIA 
SHOW will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Chicopee Boys and Girls Club, 580 
Meadow St. Admission is $1; kids under 10 
are free. There will be over 40 tables, a door 
prize drawing every 30 minutes, and the 
club is handicap accessible. For more infor- 
mation, call (413) 593-6046. 


Tuesday, Jan. 8 


ADULT DROP-IN YOGA is offered at 
the Agawam Public Library at 7 p.m. It is 
a beginner’s class and open to adults 18 and 
over. Bring a yoga mat or blanket. No regis- 
tration needed. 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER will 
host a free movie at 12:30 p.m. (“What to 
Expect When You’re Expecting’). The pub- 
lic is welcome. 


THE  ELM-BELCHER MASONIC 
LODGE, 53 River St., Agawam offers an 
all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost of 
$7 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 


Thursday, Jan. 10 


AMERICAN LEGION POST 185, lo- 
cated at 478 Springfield St. in Feeding 
Hills, hosts a fish fry every Thursday night 
through January with servings from 4-7 p.m. 
Fish dinners are $9; fisherman’s platter, $15; 
scallops and whole belly clams, $11; clam 
chowder, $3.50. Take-out orders available. 


FAMILY PLAYGROUP takes place ev- 
ery Thursday at Agawam Congregational 
Church from 9:30 to 11 am. for children 
birth through age 5 with a parent or care- 
giver. The public is invited for crafts, stories, 
songs, free play and more. For more infor- 
mation, call 786-7111 or email jbrownacc @ 
verizon.net. 


EXPERIENCE MUSIC AT UNITED will 
host pianist Thomas Pandolfi in Skinner Me- 
morial Chapel at the United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke, Saturday, Jan. 12 at 2 
p.m. Suggested donation, $10 ($5 for stu- 
dents and seniors). Reception following the 
concert. For more information, call (413) 
532-1483 or visit www.uccholyoke.org. 


THE NORTHAMPTON COMMU- 
NITY MUSIC CENTER, 139 South St., 
Northampton, will host a faculty concert in 
the NCMC Recital Hall Friday, Feb. 1 at 7 
p.m. There is a suggested donation of $10 
general ($5 students/seniors) at the door. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may 
be worth more as a donation than a trade-in. 
Call the Massachusetts Association for the 
Blind at (888) 613-2777 for more informa- 
tion. Towing is free. All donations are tax 
deductible. 


‘Arabian Nights’ and wild percussionists at 
Springfield Symphony Concert 


By Charles F. Bennett 
Turley Publications Staff Writer 


SPRINGFIELD - The stage of Spring- 
field Symphony Hall will be the setting for 
the lush and exotic melodies of the Arabian 
Nights when the Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra, led my Maestro Kevin Rhodes, 
will perform Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Schehe- 
razade” on Saturday, Jan. 12 at 7:30 p.m. 

A unique and compelling composition 
will highlight an impactful performance of 
five percussionist guest artists in “Ritual for 
5 Percussionists and Orchestra’. The orches- 
tra will play the beloved “Peer Gynt Suite” 
by Scandinavian composer Edvard Grieg. 

“Scheherazade” 

Maestro Rhodes said “Scheherazade” has 
become part of our musical heritage. “With 
its exotic and gorgeous melodies, it is among 
the most colorful works in the orchestral 
repertoire, glowing with brilliant orchestra- 
tion and lush solos,” said Rhodes. 

The symphonic poem is based on “A 
Thousand Nights and One Night” and was 
created in 1888 by the Russian composer 
Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov who is consid- 
ered the best trained musician of the Russian 
national composers of his era. 


Percussionists 

“Unlike most Springfield Symphony mu- 
sical performances with usually one guest 
artist, this concert has five of them,’ said 
Rhodes. “This time the percussion section 
will come out of their usual place at the rear 
of the Symphony Hall stage and be front and 
center,’ said Rhodes. 

The five guest artists, Nathan Lassell, Rob 
McEwan, Nicola Cannizzaro, Jeffrey Irving 
and David West, will be positioned for the 
performance of “Ritual for 5 Percussion- 
ists’ on the front apron of the stage playing 
a staggering amount of varied instruments. 
To name a few, Thai gongs, Chinese opera 
gongs, melodian, boobams, guiro, wood- 


Turley Publications submitted photo 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
Maestro Kevin Rhodes will lead 
the orchestra in the performance 
of “Scheherazade” - the exotic tale 
of the Arabian Nights - on Saturday, 
Jan. 12 at 7:30 p.m. in Symphony 
Hall. For tickets go to www.Spring- 
field Symphony.org. 


blocks, glockenspiel, bass drums, tom toms, 
castanets, piccolo snare drum, bongos, cro- 
tales, tubular bells and much more. 

Rhodes said he heard the composition by 
the 73-year-old Pulitzer Prize-winning com- 
poser Ellen Taaffe Zwilich and felt it could 
be showcased with the orchestra. Zwilich 
during her career has composed 16 orches- 
tral and chamber music works dating from 
1983 to the present. 

The guest artists are led by Nathan Las- 
sell who has been the SSO principal percus- 


SmugMug 


sionist since 2009. He is also a member of 
the U. S. Coast Guard Band, based in New 
London, Conn. and has performed at the 
Kennedy Center with the Washington Bal- 
let and enjoyed summers at Tanglewood. He 
is a graduate of Rice University’s Shepherd 
School of Music. 

Percussionist Rob McEwan joined the 
SSO in 1999, a graduate of the Julliard 
School. He has been principal percussionist 
with the Hartford Symphony. He is on ac- 
tive duty with the U. S. Coast Guard Band 
and is principal percussionist and timpanist 
with them. 

Nicola Cannizzaro lives in New York City 
and performs with the New York Philhar- 
monic and toured with the “Lion King”. He 
has played with the Vermont, Portland and 
Albany symphonies. 

A Julliard graduate, Jeffrey Irving is a 
freelance timpanist in the New York metro 
area including engagements with the Metro- 
politan Opera Orchestra and the New York 
Opera. 

David West is also a member of the U. S. 
Coast Guard Band. He performs regularly 
with the Rhode Island Philharmonic and the 
Hartford Symphony. 


“Peer Gynt” 

Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg saw 
as his role in life to bring Scandinavian 
— especially Norwegian — musical and lit- 
erary culture to the attention of the rest of 
Europe. He succeeded in this endeavor and. 
as composer, pianist and conductor, became 
a sought-after figure in Europe’s music cen- 
ters. Now his composition is much loved in 
this country. 

Grieg’s “Peer Gynt Suite” is a picaresque 
musical life journey of a would-be hero in 
search of his own identity. Peer’s quest con- 
trasts episodes of selfishness and generosity, 
fantasy and reality, materialism and spiritu- 
ality, steadfast loyalty and treachery. 

After the performance the audience is in- 


Purchase these photos or any others you see 
in one of our Turley Publications by going to 
www.turley2.smugmug.com. 


vited to a reception in the Mahogany Room 
in honor of the retirement of Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra Executive Director 
Michael Jonnes. 

In place of the usual Classical Conver- 
sations before the concert, the Springfield 
Youth Orchestra under the direction of Jona- 
than Lam will be showcased in a 20-minute 
performance at 6:30 p.m. 

For tickets call 413-733-2291 or go to 
SpringfieldSymphony.org. 


ACC meeting 
open to the 
public 


The Agawam Cultural Council (ACC) 
will meet Tuesday, Jan. 8 at 7 pm at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. 
The meeting is open to the public. 

If you have an interest in providing 
diverse cultural events for the town, a 
great opportunity exists with the Aga- 
wam Cultural Council. This all-vol- 
unteer organization, appointed by the 
mayor and funded, in part, by the Mas- 
sachusetts Cultural Council, is looking 
for new members. 

The ACC is charged with bringing 
engaging, entertaining, and educational 
events and opportunities in the arts, hu- 
manities, and sciences, to children and 
adults from Agawam and the surround- 
ing communities. 
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St. Patrick’s Committee 
announces award winners 


Emile Coté 


Agawam St. Patrick’s Awards Committee Chairman Abbe 
McLane announced the 2013 award winners at the commit- 
tee’s December meeting. 

Father John Brennan, pastor of St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Agawam and chaplain for the committee, was 
named parade marshal. 

Former state Rep. Rosemary Sandlin is the recipient of 
this year’s Anne Sullivan Award and Emile Coté, president 
of the Friends of the Agawam Senior Center, received the 


Rosemary Sandlin 


Turley Publications courtesy photos 


Fr. John Brennan 


Citizenship Award. 

Award winners will be honored Thursday, Jan. 10 at St. 
Anne Country Club located on Shoemaker Lane in Agawam. 
The festivities will begin at 6 p.m. with a social hour, fol- 
lowed by dinner at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $30 per person for this event and are avail- 
able by contacting Abbe McLane at (413) 789-7771 or Sue 
O’ Hare at (413) 276-0171. The deadline to purchase tickets 
is Jan. 6. 


Without thinking twice, firefighter 
responds to dangerous situation 


Successful search in a smoke-tilled house 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


Editor’s Note: This is the first in what we hope will be- 
come a regular series about people in our area who go 
above and beyond to help others. 


AGAWAM - Feeding Hills resident and Westfield Fire 
Department Captain Rebecca Boutin arrived at a seem- 
ingly routine attic fire on Chestnut Street in Westfield on 
March 30. When it took a turn for the worst, she relied on 
her training and instinct to save a life. 

“What we didn’t know at the time was that the two-and- 
a-half story house had been converted into a ‘grow house’ 
and had been sealed really tight with boxed-in windows 
and fake air conditioners,” said Boutin. 

“We went into the attic where we thought the fire was 
and all the gases and smoke were there. Once we vented 
the roof, when the air combined with the gases, it caused a 
backdraft and there was an explosion.” 

20-foot flames 

Firefighters outside reported 20-foot flames from the 
blast that pushed Boutin and her crew down the stairs. One 
crew member, however, didn’t make it down with them. 
Stephen Makos, Boutin’s friend of 20 years, was missing. 

“Once we realized Steve wasn’t with us, I immediately 
went back up to get him. All I thought was Steve was in 
trouble and that was it. We had to get him out,’ she said. 
‘He had been low on air and was off the hose line. He had 
to be lost and disoriented because there was zero-visibility 
up there.” 

Without thinking twice, Boutin ran up the stairs. On her 
stomach, she held onto the hose line and searched for Ma- 
kos by sweeping her feet in all directions. Miraculously, 
he grabbed onto her foot and she crawled out of the attic, 
pulling him with her. 

“At the time, you don’t think about it. You just do what 
you need to do. When I got up there I thought we’re go- 
ing to possibly die today but we were lucky to find him as 
quickly as we did. He had second degree burns through 
all his protective gear so it was pretty hot up there,’ said 
Boutin, who also experienced burns. 

Boutin, a 14-year veteran firefighter and Massachusetts 
Fire Academy instructor, said this incident “bonded the 
entire department” and changed the way she teaches her 
classes and how what students learn in fire training must 
become second nature. 

“It’s important, especially in our profession. We lose 
over 100 firefighters a year, that’s one nearly every three 
days. That’s real. Firefighters are dying in houses just like 
that,’ she said. 

On Dec. 18, Boutin was of 31 firefighters from across 
the state to be honored at the annual Firefighter of the Year 
ceremony in Worcester. Awards are given for heroism, 
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Turley Publications photo by Sarah Platanitis 


Westfield Fire Captain Rebecca Boutin was hon- 
ored in December for bravery on the job when 
she saved the life of another firefighter during a 
March house fire. 


bravery and community service. 

“That’s the hardest part. The recognition and being in 
the spotlight, to me the best part of it all is that my buddy 
Steve is OK. To me, that’s the reward. Everything that’s 
been above and beyond has been a bit overwhelming,’ she 
shared. 

Fire fighting family 

Boutin’s mother, Pamela Murphy, is a long-time fire- 
fighter in Agawam and her husband, William, is a fire lieu- 
tenant in Chicopee. Her son Jacob, 7, was so proud of his 
mom that he kept “saying that night at dinner how happy 
he was” and took the medal to school the next day to show 
his class. 

“T received the award but it’s a group effort. I had a 
bunch of guys behind me ready to come in and would have 
if the rescue didn’t happen so quickly,” said Boutin. “As a 
fire captain, I feel the responsibility for everyone’s safety 
and worry about all of them more than I worry about my 
own. I just know that I was doing what any other firefighter 
would do.” 


Do you know someone in Agawam or Feeding Hills who 
has had a positive impact on lives around them? Send sug- 
gestions to Agawam Advertiser News Editor Jennifer Wro- 
blewski at jwroblewski@ turley.com. 


ASHLEY BLANCHARD 
TO WED KEVIN WOOD 
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Ashley Blanchard and Kevin Wood 


Ralph and Carol Blanchard, of Feeding Hills, are 
pleased to announce the engagement of their daughter, 
Ashley Blanchard, to Kevin Wood, both of Stamford, 
Conn. The future bridegroom is the son of Thomas and 
Marsha Wood, of Madison, Conn. 

The bride-to-be earned a Bachelor of Science de- 
gree at the University of Connecticut, majoring in both 
health care management and finance. She is an associ- 
ate at Towers Watson, a management consulting firm in 
Stamford, Conn. 

The future bridegroom earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree at Cornell University, majoring in computer sci- 
ence. He is a vice president at CNH Partners, LLC, an 
investment management firm in Greenwich, Conn. 

A June 2013 wedding is planned in Avon, Conn. 


Lecture series 
include journeys 
into Polynesia 


SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield Museums will 
present the following Museums a la Carte lecture pro- 
grams in January. The programs are held on Thursdays 
at 12:15 p.m. in the Michele and Donald D’ Amour 
Museum of Fine Arts. 

Jan. 10 - French Polynesia: Retracing the Journey 
of Artist Paul Gauguin While Making My Own. Amy 
S. Dane, avid traveler and docent for the Springfield 
Museums, shares her search for the artist as well as 
her own experiences visiting these magical islands. 

Jan. 17 - Writers Reading Under the Stars. Janet 
Sadler, writer, writing coach, and Creative Writing 
Workshop facilitator for the Museums leads program 
participants in reading excerpts from their writing in 
progress, including memotr, short fiction, and poetry. 

Jan. 24 - American Abstract Artists and the Oppos- 
ing Forces of Modern Life. Heather Haskell, director, 
and Julia Courtney, curator, Springfield Art Museums, 
will discuss Modern Dialect, an exhibit of evocative 
American Scene and modern paintings from the John 
and Susan Horseman Collection, on loan from The 
Dixon Gallery and Gardens and now on view in the 
D’ Amour Museum of Fine Arts. 

Jan. 31 - The Berkshire Cottage: Symbol of the 
American Gilded Age. Dr. Carole Owens, author, lec- 
turer, and Mass Humanities Scholar in Residence, will 
lead a discussion of the many changes in American 
society during the “Gilded Age” from the close of the 
Civil War until World War I. 

Admission to Museums 4 la Carte is $4 ($2 for 
members of the Springfield Museums). Visitors are 
invited to bring lunch to enjoy during the program. 
Cookies and coffee are provided. 

The D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts is located 
on the Quadrangle at 21 Edwards St. in downtown 
Springfield. Free onsite parking is available. For more 
information about Museums a la Carte, call (413) 263- 
6800, ext. 488. 


